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This lesson focusses 
on epics and 
particularly on John 
Milton’s Paradise 
Lost.  
First let us know 
more about Epic as a 
literary form.  



Epic is a long narrative poem on a great and 
serious subject. 

• Long narrative poem 
• Great and serious subject 
• Elevated style 
• Centred on a heroic figure 
• Grand action 



Types of  Epics:  
Traditional Epics and Literary Epics 



Literary Epics 







His natural genius, 
scholarship, lofty 

thoughts and 
sublime style made 

Milton the right 
person to write an 

epic. 











Milton 
dictating to 

his daughters 









Fable 

Fable is the story an epic is 
based on. 

The story should have: 
•One action 

•Entire action 
•Great action 

 



Theme of  an Epic 

The theme should be 
Probable and 
Marvellous. 
•Grand 
•Elevated 
•Not unconvincing or 
improbable. 
 





Supernatural 
machinery and 

Episodes  



Integrity of  Plot 
Sentiments 
Grand style 





Thank you 
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