DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
Jayaraj Annapackiam College for Women
(Autonomous)
Periyakulam, Tamilnadu, India

Scanned by Camrcanner



17

138

19

20

21

22

23

“‘*"'*de.rﬂ

Exploring The Ties Between Human Mind And
Body In Shakespeare’s Plays

J. Sharmilq

Shakespeare’s Hamlet And Oedipus Complex

S.Sumathi
“Strait Is The Gate, And Narrow Is The Way”: A

Study On The Protagonists Of Shakespeare’s
Tragedies

R. Gowri Manohari

The Elizabethan theology of order as gleaned
from Shakespeare Plays

M. Karthiga

Othello Vs Gautama Rishi In Ramayan

B.Ponmalar

Shakespeare’s Philosophy in The Tempest and
The Merchant of Venice

117

1237

13]

137

142

147

J.Preethi

Shakespeare — The Poet
G.Nirmala Devi

Shakespeare’s Stage Craft

R.Vaishnavi

Scanned by CamScanner

155

161



o I

SHAKESPEARE’S PHILOSOPHY [N 155
TEMPEST AND THE MERCHANT OF vENicE

J.PREETHI

Shakespeare is an enigma through his writings. He lives
beyond ages by his style of language and power of thinking,
Though drama is a mirror of its times, the philosophical thought
found in his plays are still applicable in today’s life. As Ben

Jonson called “Shakespeare not of an age, but of all ages”

, still
he lives in all our hearts.

This paper attempts to quote the philosophy from the
plays “The Tempest” and The Merchant of Venice”. Edward
Dowden says “As yet, however, Shakespeare wrote with small
experience of human life; ... his imagination began to lay hold
of reality of life; he came to understand the world and the men
in it;..” . When a man understands the real life, he becomes a
philosopher. Shakespeare understood the real life and thus his
philosophical thoughts are found in his plays.

The noun philosophy means the study of proper behavior,
and the search for wisdom. The original meaning of the word =
philosophy comes from the Greek roots philo- meaning "love"
and -sophos, or "wisdom."

The definition of philosophy is the study of ideas about
knowledge, truth, the nature and meaning of life, etc. —
PhﬂOSOphy In a sentence. It is the rational investigation of the
truths and principles of being, knowledge, or conduct.
Philosophy is the study of the fundamental nature of knowledge,
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v and existence, especially when considered as an
real:y, ic discipline. It is a theory or attitude that actg as g
academi . .

i inci haviour.

iding principle for be N
o glﬁ the play “The Tempest”, when the ship is wrecked i
the terrible storm, many lives are at stake. Shakespeare uses his
hilosophical tone about life. In this worldly life, though we may
Ee rich, it is nothing before death and surrendering one’s [ife at
the eleventh hour.
Gonzola . Now would I give a thousand furlongs o f sea

for anacre of barren ground; long  heath,

brown Surze,
anything. The Wills above be done! but I would fain die 4 dry
death. (Act I, Scene I, Lines 61-63)

Atthis time, Gonzola prefers to die on dry land, Nobody
likes to face this kind of death. When things are going beyond
our control, we will leave everything in God’s hands.

When Miranda’s father is narrating about his past life on
how he is cheated by his own brother, she exclaims by saying
that Alonzo man cannot be Prospero’s brother. But it is possible

ineveryone’s life that among two children, one may be good and
the other may be very bad. Shakes

peare writes philosophically
here by the following quote,

Miranda. Goog Wombs have borne
Scene I, Linet} 8

When we face alway,

cult to tolerate, Thu
Way as if Ferdinang cries

bad sons (Act 1,

s trials and tribulations in our life, it

s Shakespeare writes in a beautiful

is diffy

n terror while he is jumping into the
1 the suffering, unable to tolerate the

Shakespeare F; Orever
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$€a In order tq escape fron

problems and says the hell is empty, e feels
surrounded with problems.

Ariel. ... The King’s son, Ferdinand, with hgiy

staring..

cee v Cried. “Hell is empty,

And all the devils are here,”

(Act I Scene I, Line 211-214)

Shakespeare feels that when troubles come in our way,

we should not get drowned in it. We should not entertain every
gricf. If we give importance to the entertainer ( the grief),

will feel happy as it is the successor. [t is implied in the following
lines.

that he g

up-

then it

Gonzola. When every grief is entertain’d that’s offer’d

Comes to the entertainer- (Act I, Scene I, Linels, 6)

In every one’s life, disappointment will come when our
effort do not give us the expected return. If things don’t 20 as
planned or if we face failure, we will lose hope. Failure is
extremely difficult to handle,

Shakespeare is highly philosophic
lost,

but it can be overcome.
al at times when all hope is

In the act 111, Scene III, when they find Ferdinand is
g, his father King Alonzo has lost his hope of searching
son Ferdinand and felt that his son might have drowned
n the seq, That night, Antonio and Sebastian plans to kill king
A]01120, but they fail in the first attempt of killing because of
Ver- watchfy] Ariel, and Antonio encourages Sebastian by
Saying that he should not give up the plan that he had resolved to
ATy out because of one failure. It is philosophical as

Mmissin
for his
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pher Markus, a philosopher says “Hardship often

"hristo ) . .
€ person for an extraordinary destiny, Unij)

prepares an ordinary .
¢ achieve our goal, we should not give up.
w

Antonio. Do not, for one repulse, forego the purpos,

That you resolv’d to effect

(Act I1I, Scene 1, Linel2, 13).

In the play “The Merchant of Venice”, Shakespeqre
uses the same philosophical thought of “All the world’s a Stage”
is the phrase that begins a monologue in the play “As You Lie
it", spoken by the melancholy Jaques. The speech compares the
world to a stage and life to aplay and catalogues the seven Stages
of a man’s life. Here, in this play, Antonio is fed up with his life
and says in a philosophical tone.

Antonio. A Stage where every man must play a part,

And mine a sad one. (Act I, Scene I Line 75-76).

When an unworthy person advices, it cannot be accepted. When
Shylock cites Biblical reference of what Jacob did after Laban
and he agreed that all the new born lambs that were striped and
spotted should be Jacob’s as his reward for his efforts. In
response to him, Shakespeare philosophically portrays bad
people in heart and mind when the character Antonio says,

Antonio. The devil can cite Scripture for his purpose.

A goodly apple rotten at the heart.

(Act I, Scene III, Line 85-89).

This is also quoted in the Holy Bible (Mt. 22:27) as Jesus
calls the Pharisees “the White-washed tombs™.

50
Shakespeare Forever Page 12

TRRRITERAY

When Jessica decides to elope with Lorenzo by leavi
, in
ner father’s house with money and Jewellery in gis s

’ > ¥ guise, she
alks about love. This quote still is used jn many Tamil movies
and proves that Shakespeare’s philosophy on Iove is alive in

usage.

Jessica. But Love is blind and lovers cannol see

The pretty follies that themselves commir:

(Act I, Scene VI, Line 36-37).

Shakespeare is narrating the condition of one’s [ife after
death. Whoever it may be, whether one is rich or poor, after
death, all are equal. It is said in a astonishing way when the
Prince of Morocco fails to choose the correct casket.

Morocco. Gilded tombs do worms infold.

(Act 11, Scene VII, Line 68).

The unpredictability of life is expressed by Shakespeare
in a philosophical tone in the Act II when the servant informs
about the arrival of Bassanio, a young Venetian.

Servant. A day in April never came so sweet,

To show how costly summer was at hand,

(Act I, Scene IX, Line 94-93).

Rebellion of one’s own son or daughter for any reason,
can be unbearable. It is revealed philosophically in Shylock’s
Statement when he comes to know that her daughter has eloped.

Shylock. My own flesh and blood to rebel!

(Aet II, Scene I, Line 30).

Shakespeare philosophically says that the people in [h.e
world are always cheated by the outward appearance. It is

age 151
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implied that Jearn to give 3 Jittle importance to the ot
appearance:
Bassanio.
The world is still
(Act 111, Scene 11, Line74-75). .
When Antonio  has lost his hope of living,
philosophically utters his readines.s to meet dea%h. woefully .
saying that he 1S Jike a sick sheep in the herd waiting for death,
the weakest fruit falls earliest to the ground and this is his fate
When something 80¢3 beyond our control, we accept that it j
our fate and we have to face it. Early death is compared to the
of fruit which falls early before the period of

outward shows be least
Somay the : themselyog.
deceived with ornament.

weakest kind

maturing.
Antonio. I am a tainted wether of the flock,

Meetest for death: the weakest kind of fruit
Draps earliest to the ground; and so let me:

(Act IV, Scene I, Line 114-116).
In Thirukural, Thiruvalluvar has also said that in order to

do a good thing, it is not wrong in telling lies. The same principle
is uttered in Bassanio’s speech when he wishes to make some
changes in the Jaw.

Bassanio, To do a great right, do a little wrong,

(Act 1V, Scene I, Line 214).

Shylock is not willing to change his bond even though
many plead in favour of Antonio. He stays stubborn and proudly
says nobody’s tongue has the power to change his mind.
Shakespeare brilliantly frames a philosophy.

Page 152
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Shylock. There is no power in the

Toya lter me: I stay here on my bon;‘.’"glle b

(Act 1V, Scene I, Line 240).

As Jesus says in Matthew 5:14,“You are |ike light for the
whole world”, Shakespeare feels that if you do good deeds, you
will shine in this world as if the light of a little candle travels.

Portia. How far that little candle throws his beams!

So shines a good deed in a naughty world,

(Act V, Scene 1, Line 90). ,

Shakespeare has given great philosophy on ‘power’ and
‘position’. A substitute cannot be a king though he feels that he
gets respect from the people. Everyone should act according to
their capability and their position as a crow cannot be a peacock.
[t is mentioned in this play that a usurper to the king may look
as royal as the king, but only till the real king reappears. His
glory vanishes as the water of a small stream vanishes into a
great ocean.

Portia. A substitute shines brightly as a king

Until a king be by, and then his state

Empties itself, as doth an island brook

Into the main of waters. (Act V, Scene 1, Line 93-96).

Though Shakespeare is not regarded as a greal
philosophical authority, his thinking about life and death makes
us to think him a philosopher. These philosophical ideas are still
applicable at this age and it is true too. He ranges over the vast
battle-ground in which human struggles with natural hindrance

and in every field he sheds light.

Page 153
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