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" along. In The Fifth Mountain the ordinary person becomes a prophet. He is depicted as an ordinary man wj

Spiritual Quest in Paulo Coelho’s The Fifth Mountain and 11|c.4!':-i1|e;'§
B. Mary Suba. M-A, B.Ed.: M.Phil. ¢
Assistant Professor in English,
Jayaraj Annapackiam College for women (Autonomous).

Periyakulam.

Abstract .
. Paulo Coelho is a Brazilian by novelist of great renown. He - R aw;;dcd the Nobel Prize foe
literature for his magnum opus The Alchemist. His fourth major publication The Fmif Mountair share the !
theme of the quest for survival and struggle for the realization of the fimmd go.'?l. s ot o prove thar yobe
IS greater than all other gods, and make it comparable to The .-lfc‘itcmtsl: ll_deaLs W l}h 1l'.le pm[t?,-om ¥ of ming 8
developing an argument within oneself. Finaly he realizes that his destiny 15 not b¢m$ chosen by h::‘n but by 3
and ultimately, He decides to abide by his own desires and will. In this way Coelho suggests that Eljjah
t0 reach an ultimate level of spiritual awareness and have the most powerful relationship with God. He
spiritual perfection through different stages.

COmes i

Paulo Coelho’s The Fifth Mountain and The Alchemist deal with the indiv idual quests 0 f r eir
protagonists, Santiago and Eljjah respectively. While Santiago persues a treasure in hus dream, Elijah is 5
ideal of establishing the supremacy of the God. He worships and affirming his faith. Both the protagonisis
something and their journey is filled with dangers and difficulties. Santiago in The Alchemis:  dream
Precious treasure through an exoitic journey crossing his homeland. Spain and travelling the dry

in love with a widow in Akbar. He suffers from a conflict between love and duty. But he is a prophet. The
surprising fact is that both the protagonists find their objects in the very same places they staried from

These novels expound a direct connection or correspondence between the universal and the indi
soul. The purpose of human life is the union of soul with god. These two not els hold dream as th
facility that facilitates the attainment of spiritual achievements and goals. Through the protagonisis of th
Santiago and the prophet Elijah, the relationship between people and universe is gradually exposed. Santiago o
himself, * | am an adventurer, Looking for a treasure™(40). Even when the Englishmen talks about war ang

weapons Santiago’s mind is filled with his dream. ) ‘
The author gives a peripheral narration of the characteristics of the c.haraclc:rs .;md allows a deepe
psychological insight into their spiritual development too. The shepherd boy in 7he Alchemist whose joumney
material treasure turns into a life changing experience of spiritual transformation. Through this novel . the
wants to give the message that the real treasure is hidden within the human heart; there is no need to make
for it outside. This novel is a fiction of self- discovery, the tale of a boy, w ho has a dream and a courage to follg
it. After listening to the signs, the boy ventures in his personal journey of exploration and self-discovery,
symbolically searching for a hidden treasure located near the Pyramids in Egypt.
Santiago’s quest starts at a material level and runs through the spiritual realm and ends in the stage of
» supreme goal of life and self- realization. Through this realization the protagonists Santiago reaches the sa
pure ‘consciousness’, where the relationships among man, universe and God is realized as an inseparable y

Santiago selects the path of action, knowledge and devotion to know about himselfl the universe
in the material world by travel as against his parents wish:

His parents had wanted him to became a priest, and thereby a source of pride for a simple firm
family. They worked hard just to have food and water, like the sheep. He had studied Latin,
Spanish and Theology. But ever since he had been a child. he had wanted to know the world @
this was much more important to him than knowing God and knowing about man's sins. One
afternoon, on a visit to his family, he had summoned up the courage 10 tell his father that he
didn’t want to become a priest. That he wanted to travel. (8).

He desires direct experience from the whole world because, to him, life is a stream of expenience
Santiago’s purpose in life, travel, creates a desire in him to leave the house. He comes in front of his father
tells that he wants to travel. His father though permits him to leave the house, tells him:

People from all over the world have passed through this village, son... they come in search of new thig
But when they leave they are basically the same people they where when they amived. They climb the mountai
see the castle, and they wind up thinking that the past was better than what he have now. They have bond hair g
dark skin, but basically they are the same as the people who live right here. (8)

The boy leaves his home and everything; and he becomes a shepherd to seek his lite's treasure. He
preferred to become a shepherd instead of becoming a priest. “He should have decides to become a shepherd”
He adds:

His parents had wanted him to become a priest, and thereby a source of pride for a simple farm family
They worked hard just to have food and water like the sheep. He had studied Latin, Spanish and TheoR
But ever since he had been a child, he had wanted to know the world, and this was much more impons
to him than knowing God and learning about mans sins. One afternoon on a visit to his family, he had
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