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Repartees on Apparent Ignorance: A Study of Feste

R. Gowrimanohari
Assistant Professor of English
Jayaraj Annapackiam College for Women
Periyakulam.

Sl_‘ake§Pe§r93 a man who knows the importance of ]
emotions in life and tries to accept all the happiness and
struggles of fate. Through his works he encouraged his
audience to admit all these emotions, happiness and
difficulties. Unknowingly his audience accepts the nature
of life through his plays. As a man of wisdom, he discerns
the prominence of laughter, humour and wit in life. Now,
the modern directors, having all sorts of specialties like 3D,
Dolby, High Definition cameras couldn’t satisfy their
audience. But without even a curtain the Elizabethan
audience relish and learned the life in theatre.

The clown is a person whose work is to evoke laughter
with his ignorance. A fool evokes laughter through his wit
and humour. Shakespeare’s Feste in Twelfth Night, is a court
jester of the countess Olivia. From the very name we can
understand the festive spirit of the character. He is the keen
observer of men and matters. His character is a combination
of wise and witty. He is a licensed critic of the other
characters in the play. He is the mouthpiece of Shakespeare
and he expresses his own ideas and reflection through Feste.

The character Feste is a fool and court jester but he is
the intelligent character in the play. Except Malvolio who
is sick of self-love Feste is eagerly welcome by the graceful
Olivia, love-sick Orsino, Sir Toby. He exhibits the foolishness -
of other characters through his wit and quick repartee. Like
other fools, he wears the parti-coloured dress of a f:lown |
‘but not in a brain’. He says, “I wear not motley in my
brain. Good Madonna, give me leave to prove you a fool”

(1.5.49-50).
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