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ABSTRACT

The temples are the places where devotees worship Gog
and so the place of worship shouild be sacred. Temple is calleg

Suchindrum Thanumalaya Swami Temple

Suchindrum is a small village about 12 kms away

rom Kanyakumari and about 7 kms from Nagercoil.

iccording to the tradition, Suchindrum is the place where:
ndra attained “such? ie., purification. Actually ‘such?
peans purity and “Suchindrum” denotes the place ‘where
Indra attained purity’.? The present structure of the temple
s the work of a number of persons spread over a number
‘of centuriesgand is one of the best specimens and a
;storehouse of‘the Dravidian style of art and architecture .*

A
Suchindrum has recorded history. The 123

inscriptions of the place (the earliest one belonging to the

9" Century A.D.) narrate a lot about this Chadur

Vedimangalam, its evolution, distinctiveness and

development. The King of almost all dynasties of the soutp
had viewed with each other to commemorate th.eu‘
association with the 124 metres long and 72 mfue{s w:iee
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‘Ko’ in Tamil means king. Goq ;
placed in part with kings
people. i’ in Tamil mean

as places of worship from time immemorial.?
considered to be the backbone of Hinduism. It is sa
worshipping a God or Goddesses, the devotees get co
solace. Hence, the ancient kings and chieftains co
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Kanyakumari is considered as a very sacred place
by the Hindus, and its antiquity can be traced to a remote
past. Bathing in the sea at this point, and worshipping
the Goddess, duly observing vows, were believed to remote

* Assistant Professor of History, Jay
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Some temples here 7 <k
The monolithje
metres height invites
Stupendous Nandj,

good looking (satvic)

: Anjeneya of 8
admiration The 4

Puranas and epics.8

(chariots), with splendid wood carvings
majestic in appearance.?
‘Kaimukky’ deserves Special

the trinity.
'Thirumalai Mahadevar Temple

Among the twelve Sivalayams, the Thirumalgj
Mahadevar Temple is said to be the first one.1° ¢ is located
on the top of Petty rocky elevation and it is reached by a
flight of 95 Steps. It is situated at a distance of about six
miles South of Kulithuraj in Vilavancode Taluk.

There are two Srikoils in this temple, one dedicated
a, and the other tq Sri Krishna. The Stva Srikoil
tsof a garbhagraham and a room in its front called,

to Siv
consis
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1 Viahadevar Temple at Thiruppara 1
“Thirupparapu was formally known as Srivisalam. Sri means

habhamandapam which is built fully in granite.!! ¢

" records describe the principal deity as Soolapagnji 12
‘an inscription of the seventh regnal year of the Chola
; ': Rajendra (1012-44) engraved on a rock in the outer
akara of the temple, the main deity is called, Munchiraj.
hirumalai-Devar. This Siva Temple has a Dravidian
imana. The ottupurai lies on the north-eastern corner of
3 compound and has a thatched roof with mud-walls,

[his is used during the utsavams in the temple, and has
(s walls.and roof,

The third among the twelve Sivalayams is the
PU near Kulasekharan;,r

and ‘visalam’ means parapu’. Therefore it was

“known as Thirupparapu.!> The word ‘Thirupparapu’
‘denotes a pavilion of beauty and sacredness. An inscription.

belonging to the Ay ruler Kokkarunandadakkan is found
in this temple.14 Generally the Siva Temples face the east.
But, this shrine faces west. Virabhadra, the princi‘pal deity
of this temple, represents a ferocious aspect of Lord Siva
and he is alsc known as Jatatharar.’s It is said that Nandi.
the vehicle of Lord Siva is unable to face the fierce look
and hence it turns to the northern side of the shrine.

The shrines of Ambal and Ganapathy of this temple
are facing east on either side of the mukhamandapam.'®
This is built in granite. To safeguard against the Muslim
invasions, the golden idol of Mahadeva (Utsava Murthy)
was sent to the famous Aadi-Keshava Perumal Temple of
Thiruvattar. It is still preserved in the ‘Sanctum’ of this
temple.'” This temple was a famous Saivite pilgrimage
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center in the ]12% Century A.D.

» and it attracteq
from distant places like Madur

Pilgry
ai. .
of such significance
n the scheme of affairs so as to warrant the assumption
fo the kingship of the land—Chiravayi Mooppu by Adithya
Jarma in 1544 A D.2! at this Sri Mahadevar Temple,
thiruvithancode.22 '

Kalkulam Nilakantaswamy Temple

The Nilakantaswam
seventh one among
Padmanabhapuram,
Travancore. It js a seat

¥y Temple is said to be ty
the twelve Siualayams, ;
the ancient capital of Souty

of Vaishnavism as well as Saivig
It is a place in which the blending of two

Tamil and Malayalam are to be seen.

Nattalam Siva Temple

The Siva Temple at Thirunattalam is said to be the
elfth one among the twelve Sivalayms. The Nandj is
installed in a pavilion in the namaskaramandapa. The
; . i ] ‘temple consists of a circular outer structure in masonry,
iSL it tg:é;;gzl?;:z;s;eﬁj?j' Trn:ezal:raelty Nilakanyg é‘mpan inner garbhagraham with masonry walls of' the :
i deity. There is also a small Ganapathy Koil near to Srikoil.”
There is a granite floor in front of the Srikoilz:. A’ﬁ
e i s ardhamandapam, is built in granite e scription belonging to the 16™ Century A.D,,is engravéﬁx‘
on a rock in front of the temple.?* In the Vishu Temple,
Bthe Lord Vishnu faces the east. The inhabitants of this
area call him Sankaranarayana. The temple has two
prakaras.®> The southern side of the inner prakara i‘s having
a separate shrine to Lord Vinayaka.26

Sri Mahadevar Temple at Thiruvithancode

Sri Mahadevar Temple at Thiruvithancode is located
- at a distance of 54 kilometers from Trivandrum.20 The

temple dedicated to Sri Mahadevar bestows on it the Sree Adi Kesava Perumal Temple, Thiruvattar

. The enchanting village of Thiruvattar was under
gl ARSI B35 althe tw.elve 51.valayf1m,s Of, e jurisdiction of Travancore, till 1956 when the re-
Stvalaya Ottam, where devotees pour in durlng.Swaratn organisation of the Indian States SR W st o
e B e B Mazch, In olden o - Tamilnadu, it still basks in the grandeur of a great spiritual
" centre the furious Sree Adi Kesava Perumal Temple.?®
Situated in Kalkulam, Kanyakumari District, it is about
fifty kilometers South of Thiruvananthapuram and can
be reached only by surface transport.?® Originally known
as ‘Adi Anantapuram’ or the ancient city of Ananta, it

(a very powerful Devi temple nearby) before assuming
rulership, to take an oath that they would rule justly and
well. Though almost all famous temples of South
Travancore and the rest of the Venad had considerable ‘
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he daily pooja takes place immediately after thirunada.

fhirappu, Which means opening of the sacred gate. Daily

jooja is conducted for the creation of wisdom. In the early

fays during the daily pooja, prasadam is ¢ifered on

o ursdays and Fridays. Weekly poojas conducted on
fhursdays and Fridays are considered to be of great
_portance. During these days female devotees come in
ge crowds. During these days worship is done with
eamphor, flower and fragrant water.* Thus temples are
considered to be the main backbone of Hinduism. The
inples are the places where the devotees worship God
and so the place of worship should be sacred.
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