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and opened fire as a defensive measure. Th_r: poligar .-_,r vm mﬁ“
Bodinayakkanur polygar 1o wage a war ug.:nns’: the Bntish.? The Board B -
him and enquire nto his conduct. It authorized ﬂt!? Collector 1o apply fﬁt 3
There was a boundary dispute between the poligars of Ayakudi angd e
lawlessness during the period. As the situation turned uncontrollable the ¢
1795 directing the poligars of Dindigul to disband all their armed rnnom_ :
ericvances. It they failed to obey the orders of the Collector, it was
:;Iml the latter in such an event was empowered to take military action ﬁarlw
after six years of the British assumption the whole country was ¢
held payment of their dues. v

Struggle between Company and Poligars

Between 1799 and 1802 formed one of anti-British outbreaks in the ;
unrest in Ramanathapuram and Tirunelveli culminated in the poligari upr ;
atmosphere and the in efficiency of Nawab’s administration contributed 1o
the poligars. Nawab granted lands and other concessions to the poligars in
inhabitants paid taxes to the poligars for protection, usually in proportion to
their resources.* The existence of military establishments under the control o
that they had displayed in employing them for coercion of the inhabitants ;
difficulties to the central authority. The poligars found themselves subje
poligars, imbued by tradition and a spirit of liberation had left no stone
influence. The degradation suffered at the hands of the Bntish and ec
awakened the poligars to the new danger threatening them. These drove t
form confederacics against the invading British forces. As the Company a
situation the poligars cherished a feeling of bitterness against the Company.

Kattabomman’s Conflict with Company
Guided by Veerapandiya Kattabomman of Panjalamkurichi organised
the British. In May 1799 Lord Wellesley issued from Madras for the adva
Tanjore and Madurai to Tirunelveli. The troops of the servile Rajah of Tre
Bannerman, armed with extensive powers for effectively dealing with the
of the expedition. Advancing through Ramanathapuram, the army enci
Kattabomman refused the payment of tribute and he made an -
Ramanathapuram® Alarmed at these proceedings, Stephen Rumbold -
summoned the poligar to his presence; but the latter flatly refused. T
withheld payments to the Company, made incursions to Ramanathapur
These hostile activities invited prompt response. Major Bannerman ¢
the suppression of the rebels of Ramnad. Bennerman, stuck up the
villages of Ramnad, as he felt it necessary to terrorize their compatrio
After this victory, Bannerman turned against the rebel poligars
issued an ultimatum to Kattabomman directing him to attend on him at
of the summons, Veerapandyan professed submission and pleaded tha
could not obey the order. As the reply was evasive, Bannerman led |
he received reinforcements from Kayattar and Kovilpatti. All the fe

300 feet. The wall was constructed entirely of mud and hence
cannons. The fort had small square bastions and short curtains®
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o cudden that the poligar found it

vl of the forees, they cut off the communications of the
e \I...iI!.I.i""\ tor the defence of the threatened citadel; but were
. ;l (e Mudaliar, whom Bennarman deputed (o the
o rejected-gathered the seerets about the vul
S ¢ : clearly :,-uggusicd that Kattabomman nnhupatu! Hﬂi:mule move

core to autack the north fuce of the fort.'* As the signal came, the six pounder began to break (he gate.
s scemed to advance with other and resolution. But the rebels retaliated with determination and

e attacking columns into disorder. A second attempt was miade, but again was repulsed. The rebels
. cadership of Oomathurai, the brother of Kattabomman, Put up a stout resistance and frustrated
' -:-.LI-.ucd cfforts of Bannerman. In a bid to retrieve the termished presti

i LL:- - more troops from Palayamkettai. As the broken wall appeared vulnerable, the garrison Mcunl:d

% c partics took their course towards Kadalkudi. In a clash at Kolarpatti, the fugitives suffered heavy

; it and Sivasubramania Pillai was taken prisoner, The Company forces fﬁllowcdupthﬁ:ﬁm_wiﬂnh

.- ”-*-.:un of Nagalapuram and other strongholds of the defiant chiefs to submissi on. The troops employed by
v Raghunatha Tondaiman, Rajah of Pudukkottai, captured Kattabomman from the jungles of Kalapore
d b :IL-J;.'lj him over to the Company." Upon lhefnllnfthc poligar into the hands of the Company his
llowers fled to Sivaganga and from there to the hills of Dindigul for taking service with Gopala Nayak and

sher rebel Icaders. :

* However, as the fortappeared indefensible and asthesiege continued, the rebels evacuated their stronghold.
0 7 September morning the vakeels of Kattabomman waited upon Bannerman with a proposition that he
might be permitted to proceed to Fort St. George with his retinue. The purpose of this proposal was not
== perhaps he to surrender directly to Edward Clive. After much discussion on the subject, Bannerman
communicated his resolution that if the poligar surrendered himself, he would permit him to proceed to
Madras But Katiabomman declared that it was no assurance against arrest and imprisonment, Hence he
heoke off the conference and directed his course to Kadalkudi.”* Ina hﬂlﬂﬁliuhlpem,th&(:mpmywh
e nelp of the troops of Ettayapuram destroyed many of the rebels. On 9 September the forces occupied
Nagalapuram, as the result of which the rebel poligars surrendered one after the other. The forces marched
1o Kayattar through Koilpatti, with a view to overwarming the other pﬂli@r& Several poligars surrendered
and pledged their loyalty to the Company. Nevertheless, these operations helped the restoration of the order.
Un 13 September Bannerman executed two of the rebel leaders, Soundara Pandyan at Gopalapuram and
Ihanapathi Pillai at Nagalapuram. Kattabomman who escaped to the jungles of Kalpore was also caught. On
16 October, Veerapandyan was tried before an assembly of poligars, summoned at Kayattar, In an assertive
e and with a conte mpt for death he admitted the charges levelled against him. He declared that he sent his
“med men against Sivagiri and that he engaged the British troops in battle at Panjalamkurichi. There upon
Bannerman announced death penalty for Veerapandyan. On 17 Bmmbmmmmmmﬂhm
% 2 conspicuous spot near the old fort of Kayattar.” These measures of the Company produced the most
“Hensive changes in the affairs of the country. Considering the frequent but futile attempts made so long to
"eGuce the poligars to submission and to subdue their spirit nfmdqmﬁmm ey a m'*.m
s : iefiains were either executed or cumhnned NMMMPW mwmm
| e razed to the ground. As a result jt appeared that the Company established its firm control over the
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2 mam-hmt Revearch i L e
: [ Re-organisation of Resistance and Strugple - .
After the suppression of the castern poligars of Tiunelvel the British “'[mi“iﬁlrnim | ._ .
of measures, caleulated to curb the mfluence of all the auxiliary powers. The relutiyey of m‘%

mmﬂﬂhﬂ“' were |n1|3||mmn'| at Paleyamkottar. The ehieftams of Nagalapuram i )
i and Kulattoor were also |1.lm:|'d i confinement at different places. The p““!ﬂrm
al large. The punishment of the rebel poligars wus matched by the Tavours extended o the ‘"l:_luﬂm ch Iu

belonging o Panjalamkurichi was given as reward to the chiefof

wmwSiﬂjnnnnpnmm . T
in consideration of the valuable services e had rendered. Maniachi and Mailmandai poligarg thn%
werritory from Panjalamkurichi and Kulattoor, - m%

of the Company, also received stups ol
mlﬂd a horse and ornamental ature o the Tondaiman of Pudukkottai in appreciation of the emor (y,
poligars and to deter other chicftains from organ; % _

extended. Determined to punish the rebel
¢ administration of the districts of Kattabomman lnﬂ':hm'

the Company decided to assume the direc i
Accordingly Panjalamkurichy, Yezhaywampannai, Nagalapuram, Kolarpatti, Kadalgudi and Kyfyy Wi,

were mmge&_‘]‘hc Company also assumed the military and watching duties so long Mm il
poligars in dif¥erent areas and the collection of deshakaval together with other established feps mﬁy&
administration without taking any effective steps against these evils for affording protection to the %
them of their right of self-defence. Such a crude policy evolved without due considere:
conditions of the country and ¢

No wonder the short duration o
man, emerged as the leader of the great struggle against the Company.
In 1800 South India witnessed anti-British activity on an unprecedented scale. Greatly concermed a the

extension of imperialism, liquidation of ;

nforeed with vindictiveness against a high spirited people Wlﬂi!.i'ﬂ[' e

f calm was over taken by a violent storm and Oomathurai, dgfmm

stutes and exploitation inherent in the alien ndminw,m
leaders of prominence, particularly Marudu Pandyan of Sivaganga, Gopala Nayak of Dmdigu[, Kenaly
Varma of Malabar and Krishnappa Nayak and Dhoondaji Waug of Mysore through mﬂ’mkm
us missions organised themselves into o confederacy. They held a conspiracy at Virupakshi in Dindigul and
rose in arms with an sbortive assault on Coimbatore on 3 June 1800. The insurrection spread and outhreaks
occurred in Ramanathapuram and Madurai. Belore long the broken ranks of the poligars joined and swelled
the rebel ranks. The rebellion became general and it spread to Tirunelveli with the escape of Qomathurai.”
The escape of the rebel prisoners from Palayamkottai on 2 February 1801 marked the renewal of the conflict
The relatives of Kattabomman, seventeen in number, condemned for perpetual imprisonment, were confined
in a small enclosure of the fort of Palayamkottaiand kept in iron, rigidly guarded. The prisoners were in
captivity for about fifteen months, in course of which three of them died. During this period, ﬂnmﬂﬂfﬁm
escaped. Among them were Sevatiah and Oomathurai the brothers of Kattabomman, ' Oomnﬂlﬂim
into a secret correspondence with the rebels of Panjalamkurichi.

Suppression of the Poligars
After the suppression of the uprising, Calonel Agnew issued a proclamation which

weapons ns an offence. [t again stated that a cash award was to be given to those who s
weapons like pikes, gingal, pistol and matchlock to the Government. To prevent the poligar hmm“
future, the Government ordered to bring out all the concealed weapons and arms of the Pﬂlwﬁdw
all the forts,"” The proclamation of Agnew was published in all parts of Madurai District. Consequet’™
inhabitants surrendered all their offensive weapons to the Govemment. In this way they disarme®
inhabitants and ensured peace and harmony. It also strengthencd the administration by R
problem of concealment of weapons in case of an armed rebellion,” The suppression of the poligal
and South India Rebellion resulted in the liquidation of the influence of the chieftains. o of (heir
The auxiliary powers were prevented from offering any further serious resistance it mﬁiﬂ’
order. ‘The sovereign rights of the Nawab came in the way so long to the implemwum-uf the refor™
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- poligart systen and to introduce the zamindari system i its place. The Proclnmat)on wn::w ) beligy
poligars of Tirunelveli, Madurai, Sivaganga and Dindigul declaring ity tention 1o g w

abolish the military service It also announced (s intention o establish permanent

of their palayams upon the principle of zamindari tenure ™ The palayams "”l“'ﬂugm
and Saptore were restored to the former ruling fwmilics on the basis of zamindaei llmuul Nty
and other palayams remained under the direct control of the Company administration, M F%
appeared as a blot on the military prestige of the English, its name was expunged from IIM
The fort was for the second time demolished and the entire site was ploughed ag 14 leave M
it® Duning this period, the Company sequestered the palayams of Dhili, Mangalam, M.%'

Tondamttur and Somanduri are, ot all in Dindigul and Coimbatore region. The |“}"I|F:m%
promised augmented security, favour and wealth. The Tondaiman of Pudukkottai was Branted. ’hh
Kilanelli from Tanjore.™ This proclamation was followed by the assessment of land in the MN’
amount fixed by the government was considered as the permanent pescush payable (o tha ‘M'M'i‘
The detailed investigations were instituted into the economic resources of the varioug ::‘m
1801 and 1802. The implementation of the zamindary system was completed and the valis m
transformed into a class of zamindars in May 1802 In their changed character, the chiefining m i
1o disband their armed establishments and to pay enhanced amount to the government llndar‘ m
assessment. The magistrates were placed in charge of the kaval system. However, the M
permitted to retain a fixed number of peons carrying pikes so as to enable them to maintain ﬂ!ﬂﬁ-oﬁ#
of State, 1o which they had been accustomed for long.” The jungles in the poligar mmm o
in order to deny advantages to the lingering rebel bands to regroup and resume the fighting, th ey
movement of troops, woods were cleared and roads were opened. Military roads were cons eted fo the
strategic arcas and postal communication was established b:v cmpl‘u)rmg messengers all along the way fiop,
Palayamkoottai to Sankaranainarkoil and from Kalaiyarkoil to Tirupatore and Piranmalai, It was felf thy
bush fighting brought the irregular native troops on an equal footing with the best European forces, More
troops were stationed in the centres of disaffection so as 1o overawe the inhabitants. These lmlimtym
were caleulated to promote the consolidation of the Company administration.™ The poligars system that
flounished for two and half centuries came to a violent end in the midst of the suppression of their struggle
for survival and implementation of the zamindari settlement. '
The poligars went down fighting against alien imperialism. Ultimately a combination of adverse
developments rendered their fall inevitable. The Company’s ascendency eclipsed the European and Mysore
powers and the poligars could gain no assistance from any quarter. The British finally mn\mm
expensive campaign that took more than a year. The poligar forces based at Panju!amkn:ilﬁ MW‘
ploughed up and sowed with salt and castor oil so that it should never again be inhabited. mﬂwﬂr
forces quickly overpowered the remaining insurgents, The suppression of the poligar llpﬂsmwm
the liquidation of the influence of the chieftains. Under terms of the Carnatic treaty of 1801, the Compiny
assumed direct control over Madras. The Company mobilised its strength to suppress all WW
and a large number of them were subjected to capital punishment. It led to the establithuﬂﬂl’m}:#
and peace. The English East India Company assumed full sovereignty over the territories in 180 ;:ﬂd
The position of the Company was solid and there was a conducive atmosphere for a settlement. M Lot
towards the introduction of permanent settlement which converted the poligars into mﬂmﬂw
into an agreement with them which led to the stabilisation of the government. In couneqmm #“g
itself was powerful and was striding forward to becoming the sovereign power. They wﬂﬂmﬂﬂm i
the existing method of revenue assessment and collection with the new one which was. i
Bengal. As there existed different modes of revenue assessments, it decided to mmmml#ﬂi
of permanent settiement on zamindari tenure. In this process, the governmental MWF‘M
sold to the highest bidders, s
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