ECHOING CASCADES

GOMEZ SOPHIA
U. ANAMICA

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
Jayaraj Annapackiam College for Women
(Autonomous)
Periyakulam, Tamilnadu, India

Scanned by CamScanner



r ing CasCﬂdcs

Fchoid
Title of the Book
(GomeZ Soph
e U Anamicd
L ditor
01
February 2
First im_prcssion
184
Pages
700
Price
78-93-867 12-18-9
ISBN 9
Pt sk Iaser Point,
Madurai-625 003.
Publisher

Department of English
Jayara Annapackiam College for Women (Autonomous)

Accredited With “A”” Grade (3" Cycle) by NAAC

DST - FIST College since 2015

Petj,yakuiam-625601, Theni Dt, Tamil Nadu.

Web:jaceng(@annejac.com

(Affiliated to Mother Teresa Women’s University, Kodaikanal-624102
Tamilnadu.) ’

Qltl irlghlts reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
rieval system, transmitted or utilized in an ;
| y form or by any means, electroni
o ' ‘ ) , electronic,
hanical, photocopying, recording. or otherwise, without the prior permission

of the copyright owner. Applicari : Bt
the publisher, pplicarion for such permission should be addressed to

5 Disclaimer

‘The authors are solel
: ‘:‘_v'book. The publisher
.~ manner, Errors, if a

re i
Y responsible for the contents of the papers edited in this

or editors do not t
ake any res RIT .
ny, are purely unintentior?,al. prusIGilify foxihe same in

Scanned by CamScanner



47 Pecola Breedlove’s Quest for Identity in Toni
Morrison’s The Bluest Eye 100

R.Mano Sowmiya

18 Rebel Against Tradition and Convention in Toni
Morrison’s Sula 104

Dr.J.Preethi

19 Gender Identity in Toni Morrison’s Beloved

108

Ms. J. Jaya Queenslin

20 Search for Identity in Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye
116

A.Greeni

21 Spiritual Quest and Self — Affirmation in Alice
Walker’s The Color Purple 123

G.Saradha

22” The All-Pervasive Character of Mama in Lorraine
Hansberry’s Raisin in the Sun 128

B. Gayathri

23 The Symbol of Resurrected Spirit in Toni Morrison’s
Beloved 132

Dr. J. Josephine

24 A Study on Afro-Surrealism in Amiri Baraka's Select

Poems: Preface to A Twenty Volume Suicide Note,
138

Legacy and Ka’ Ba

A. Monika

Scanned by CamScanner



TER OF MAMA
VASIVE CHARACTE -~
ALL-PERVA!
THEALL]

s RAISIN IN THE sy
(NE HANSBERRY'S RALS
LORRATNE

B. GAYATHR,
ms but strong engyy,
ike a kemel, crushed by problems g ol
“A mother is like a Kernet,

(o overcome them.

-Nigerian Provery

caking work by Loy
n the Sun is a groundbreaking \ 4 aine
A Raisin in the - hose themes are Main]y,
Hansberry, an Afro — American writer W ical hardship, o,
ansberry, ¢ . nom . PO
. ams, €Cco + Post
th fami :lationship, dre . ;
concerned with family, re — This paper gj
: n. Paper gives ,,
colonial racial prejudices and discriminatio . ordinary mmhl
overview of the character of Mama who evolves . o
iment to achieve her vision. ~ The play is g,
1o *Mama™ and her embodiment to " The family wig, ;
. icago. Ive
after the World War 11, in the old slums of Chicag

members has been squeezed to share a small house which is built for

ree
members. All the characters

in the play suffer with racial discriminatjo,
and cultural clash with the white Americans and Blac

leel restricted to the roles they are supposed to pla
They don’t like the social conditions that fo

k Americans, They
y as human beings,

rbid them to fee] free. The
leel shocked when they are being captivated by
Issues,

y
the social ang cultural

Above all, Lorraine
ationship. Here we come
intellectual. The charg of Mama is one among them. No one can
disapprove that mother i
the womb 10 (he
incomparable,

Hansberry_mainly focuses on family and
rel

across only a few characters which are highly

In the play, [

central character arpung whom the play revolves. Being a single parent,
Mama hyg undergone Stveral agonjes. As a mo
Sveryone. At the g [ all b

her love and care,
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l \fama pervades over the play totally. She is 5 hard working
e black woman who is the head of the Younger household Sl;c;
e s S .

ide “two children — Walter Lee .
" pother of TWO - rLee and Beneatha ang grandmother

e " who is the son of Walter Lee and Ryt Mama has dedicated h

3 nl,“‘r children and she struggles to insti]| her values i them — wi;:hr
e lts. Her poverty and determinatiop Suggest her in risine up her
"'ﬂ'ﬂ-h- out of their poor community. She can do anything wholeh:artedly

. cd resY
: Ifare of the family. All over the play she struggles to conpect

e
I'grthc b . 1 hav hei <.

1 her children who have their owp opinion of the world ang its
wi : : R

eatment to them. She’s extremely worrijed about Walter. her elder son’s
" sjon with money and is totally d; i

obsession i 3 f ith i ly disapproy Ing of Beneatha, her secong
jughter’s lack of faith in God. Mamga €Ven goes so far as to slap
geneatha in the face when the girl says tha God doesn’t exist.

Mama struggles a lot to bring her children up. She has her own

jreams and visions about her children. [y such a social condition, after
]

he World War II, everyone is in 3 pathetic situation. Through the
character of Mama, Hansberry wants to Create a guiding force z:nd an
ispirational thought to the women who struggle for their family and to
support them in an emerging way. The family is in need of a severe
financial support. Among them, Mama and Ruth are working in a nearby
houschold. Walter is employed as a driver for the Whites. The small
amount they receive as their income is not enough to make ends meet.
The part played by women is highly impressive and applaudable. They
work hard to uplift the family economically. Mama decides to buy a house
for the family in a white neighbourhood with the insurance money of her
husband, coming through the mail. She envisions a grand and dignified
future for her grandson and when the money arrives, she says,

‘Iwant him (Travis) to be the first one to hear...- you know

that money we got in the mail this morning? ...Well — what you think
Your grand mama oone and done with that money? She

Ventout and she bought you a house. You glad about
te hoyge? It's going to be yours when you get to be a

"an.” (90-91)
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' (e prnoiint cati be spent |,
i the rest ol
She alsa plans (i

ducation of Bepeathi anid capital for Walter™s Begitor by, 8 15, D,
it ) L y

. e ' ,““““,jl ,;UI’ dedieuted t) 5,; arm (
detests the idea Bhe 1s uncon ity

Mama seems 1o be qoctstomed 1o h;mlr;hi;,n dhie] ,’””'I”:’
world cannot disturhy her inner peace. Mima's ofd fh':?w,,,,f,:'
conservative views are ‘:y_p“:rj.‘;tfd ‘/i'/if“_'/ ‘/Ih’fﬂ f;h‘_j f;p,:’,d“’ . ‘ 4
hushand's past “womanizing” and chauvinistic bebiayj,, % T
something that she could overlook, — Maria actially i:':!;e,-,,;{; ’
accepting such behavior is a woman's ot in life, She soufd Ny '».l,k
such behavior in a man, Mama's single weakness seems 4, b hey
consuming love for her grandson, Travis, which results e 4, Spoil
and keeps her also to act in a somewhat meddlesome mapge, mm

u

daughter-in-law. Mama impresses us with her strength and Ploer, 4,
1','!

this strength seems Lo have been sublimated at the time of ey Mt iy

The characteristics of Mama ~ nururing, care, Comicery,

unconditional love, her dreams, hopes and her ambition — 4 her ,m

and make her special, She doesn’t worry about the new world, changing
after the war, religion, poverty, her memories and reminiscences . She i
determined to bring the family up as the family is in the Southe

SN part of
Chicago which is known for its poor economical condition,

Mama treats Ruth, her daughter-in-law and Travis and her
grandson with much love and affection, Her relationship with Walter .
different from that of Beneatha, She is very close with her daughter, but
at the same time she puts her in her place when she mishehaves, She
wants Lo have control over her thoughts and ideology about God and the
socicty in which she lives, She proves delicate in dealing with Beneatha's
love affairs. When Beneatha tells Ruth,

“Mama is not always right,”
“Isee. Lalso see that everybody thinks it
all right for Mama to be a tyrant, But alf the tyranny in

the world will never put a God in the heavens” (52).
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7 ¢ not raise any objection to it, wl.nch shows
P dehc n it comes for Walter her relationship is Jike
\

i raged when he loses the amount she has given i
~een

4t 15 Her relationship with Ruth is |ike teacher-stude

Y, oS,
ine h her daughter-

P in-law. She takes care of her he
e 10

ﬁes;;en- Being the older member of the family, Mama ¢

I Oprcocc upations of all the members of the family.

nt. She always
alth as she goes
ries to manifest

and the life of her family,
Wn generation, is tg limit her

» Pamela. 4 Reader s Guide to Loyraqi H,
Publishers, ] anuary 2008. Print.

Perkins, Kathy, ed. Blac
before 1950. Indiana Uni

K

k Female Playwrights: An Anthol
versity Press, 1990, Print.

ansberry’s 4 Raisin inthe
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