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|NNERSELF AND FEMININE IDENTITY: A
OMPARATIVE STUDY ON TONI MORRISON's
‘ SULA AND BAMA’S KARUKKU

A.GREEN]

This paper analyses how the self identity of black and Dalit

men is exploited in their respective communitics. Morrison’s Sy/y
WO > i

¢ binary oppositions of self/other and good/evil in order to

S;Zizr:jn:ZIIiple. fluid and changing black sufferings in dif‘[‘c.rcr.ll forms,
Her search for identity is the central theme of the novel. At this juncture,
Bama is one of the first woman in Dalit writers through her autobiography
‘Karukku' which throws light on the most agonizing and wretched lives
of the Dalits. The most suppressed and oppressed part of our country is
none other than the Dalit women. Bama has an urge to create a new
society made up of justice, equality and love. She dreams of the oppressed
Dalit community getting united and fighting for their rights as the blacks

did in America.
Introduction

Toni Morrison looks from different angles of Afro-American
community which is a part, of the custom and tradition in which the
people deal with pain, fear, sex and death. Morrison focuses on the
women characters who are highly dominated by the community of
Bottom which is willing to satisfy the sexual needs in others. She strikes
atthe fact that there are a lot of references about sex. Firstly, in an erotic
foreplay between Jude and Sula this has been clearly exposed in the bed

room. In this aspect, when Sula searches for her identity through her affair
with jude.

Smith, a critic, argues that Sula’s relationship with Nel is not only
in terms of a passionate friendship, it also expresses the mu[uz.ﬂ
understanding of each other. Moreover, Nel is a white, the relationship is
Very much interracial as wel]. After the death of Sula, Nel is quit
nostalgic of those relationship she had with Sula.
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Smith acknowledges this and suggesty (hy Morrison as a black
woman cspecially is reluctant to abandon her, ey sexist assumes,”
Hetro sexual privilege is usually the only privilege that Black \vomc’n
have”(2313). Morrison suggests that hetro sexual relationship with Syl
and many affairs has to be practiced in the communily of Bottom,
According to most of the residents of the Bottom, the worst thing a black
woman like such can do is to sleep with a white man, “They insisted that
all unions between white men and black woman be rape; for a black
woman to be willing was literally untouchable”

Bama portrays that Dalit women face extreme hardships, and
violent conditions in their struggle for livelihood, sexual and other forms
of violence against Dalit women, who make up the majority of

. agricultural labourers in India. This has become a potent weapon in the

hands of the upper- caste community in preserving the deprived status of
the Dalits. Bama mainly concentrates on her autobiographical novel
karukku which recreates her past life as a pariya girl, a teacher and a nun.
Inthe same way, Bama says most of the males of pariaya community were
arrested and a few had disappeared into the mountain jungle. The police
behaved deplorably towards the women. They use obscenc language and
Swore at them by telling them that since their husbands were away they
should entertain the police at night.

Bama shows another instance in Karukku from her childhood
emories. which voiced the joys and sorrows of her people oppressed bi
higher castes in [ndia. She saw the humiliation in her E”’"d"wlh?r B
her mother, father in the fields and the homes of landlords. Despite l'hc
Memories she had a carefree childhood. Afterwards Bama s2ys that there
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Wh
to wonder,

en Bama analysed the caste differences in“soci?ty, she begap
«what did they mean when they call. us “paraiya? Haq tp,

» obscenc? But we too are human beings?(13) Bama Starteq

name becom (or means to plif herself and her community from ¢h;
o lOOkd oz;slencc. Meanwhile, Toni Morrison imposed on self idemity
::::l;uxi depicts her past life with nostalgic r.nem?rics- very often,
Earlier, Sula belicves that the freedom r?ferred by 1mm|$ra.tlorT will give
her a new identity. Nel’s freedom is limited .by the conflicting influences
internal verses external in her own life. She is brought up with a sense of
dienity in their family. Sula’s woman characters who choose certajn
dewsiro-us paths as themselves about what’s right and wrong often create
problems of those around them. In the same way, Bama clearly noted that
If 2 Dalit woman neglects their restrictions she would become condemned

as an object of hatred in the society. It’s clear that both women are ‘self

through the ups and downs of their lives.

The Afro-American writers were a source of inspiration to the
Dalit writers particularly the treatment of suffering and identity in their
works. Both the blacks and the Dalits were slaves. Blacks were total
slaves as they were bought and sold like ‘animals’ to buy freedom from
their masters. But in the Indian society freedom from untouchability
could not be bought as it was imposed from birth. In Karukku, the
emphasis was more on the relationship between the self and community.
“The self questioning has begun in Bama with wonder, Bama writes
“what did it mean when they called as ‘pariaya” Had the name become
that obscene?(16). Bama starts to watch out for means to uplift her
community from this dismal existence. Her elder brother tells her that
education is the right path and the only way to attain liberty and equality-
Ti_1e' chief source of creative tension in karukku becomes the “identity
crisis that she experienced during a decisive situation in her life”
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Bama comments that not only Pariaya v,
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te karukk,

the €0 Swallow,
e e
(hat came into her mouth. She says that i, this society if d
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caste, then he has to live the life ofhumiliation
Jeath. Bama has highly differentiated on the paraiya

they are placed in a difficult situation from the COmmu:]?
the other hand, new restrictions have been imposed on sy
he bottom. The community’s labeling of sula as evj]

she didn" have
lh_c Very wordg
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Morrison views on mothers are that the
e in the families for their children, husband, neighbourhogg i
of other places and so on. For instance, Helene has develil)nddil .
reflection of Nel but at the same time sula has developed the reﬂezfi e
Hannah due to lack of her parental care”, The community comes too::]hOf
in self-defence against evil. By certain references, Bamg wan:ed tec:
become a nun because she wanted to help the people of her Daljt
community through her service of reducing poverty, the child deprived of
attending school and stay at home, collecting the firewood, looking after
the house, caring for the babies and doing household chores,

Y are leading ap importan

Both the novels of Sula and Karukku make the concept of
masculinity as one of the major arguments in the feministic world around
the universe. Accordingly, Bama believes that in a male dominated
society., Dalit women suffer unimaginable oppression, through not only
caste but gender too, from which there is no escape. In the same way,
Morrison concentrates on the man protagonist Sula who is a social
outcast. Unless she agrees for man’s sex in the bedroom, she can’t survive
her routine life. So she searches for sex in different views. Nel marries
Jude and both make the object of parasite. In the same way, Bama tries to
Overcome by their male dominant culture. She wants to make up herself
asa protection of their Dalits. Finally, Bama has taken the extreme step
to control the term of masculinity. As far as man power is concerned,
Dalits can become highly helpless.
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has been raised in
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are Sula, E i dignity and self-respect through patriarchy, Howey
women lose th =

he celebrated Afro American writer and Bama Daljt Writer
; c 7 .
Morrison, the rainalization and sexual discrimination meteg out

archal socicties.

cr
e

conscious of the ma :

woman through the patrt
Bama condemned that men look down upon women on the ",

nm .o
vailing concepts of gender (h are

riarchal notions. The pre

of pat ‘hat is masculine and What is feminine iantity

iv titute W
conceived to cons i )
Personality and behavior are largely, if not entirely, cultural construgctg

ersonality

hat were generated by patriarchal biases. Feminism shows thyt the
that were g P,

oman is auilty in so for as they show a fatalistic acceptance of sexual
Wi = 3,

colonialism. They think that they are powerless and find no way to save

themselves against exploitation and victimization.

Conclusion
Feminism movement and literature emphasize that women are
individual and that they can affirm their capacity to be strong-willed,
independent and also autonomous. While women are kept on a pedestal
as a mother, she is also conceived as a sex object, the sources of pleasure
and comfort. A beautiful woman is often celebrated outside the premises
of marriage. A Woman who is a sex object is the reservoir of all sexual
passions.éhe quenches her own sexual thrust and fulfils the man’s too,
and if, at all the marriages take place then a woman has to cross various
hurdles to get that happy/holy knot. “Marriages may be made in heaven”
But a woman lives in hell. Both the novels criticize many eastern
countries to devalue women and neglect their role in all their spheres.
Hence it has been a universal phenomenon that women have been treated

as marginalized, historically.

Towards the end, the novels close with a note of optimism on the
Blacks and Dalits, Both reveal women’s painful experiences in different
forms. Bama clearly shows that Dalit women have no courage and
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N Sustains:
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control the manpower in the form of oPpression, The -LSSGI'}' Steps to
treated, insulted and humiliated in the name of race, g
they belonged. Dalit status has often been associ
which is regarded as ritually impure such a5 remoy:
work. They work as manual labourers, cleaning |a
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ated with OCCupation
al of waste and leather
trines and Sewage and

1hey were
- Commonly
segregated and they suffered from severe €conomic disabiljgjes y

clearing away human excreta. As 3 result,

Morrison clearly shows that the black community forces many
people that they should be practiced as usual one rather than unusug| one._
The community creates a community or set of community values around
the antagonism of Sula, when she dies, they fall apart. They can't do it o
their own. Similarly, Nel is the pillar of the black community. Sula has
become paraiya. To a large extent, Morrison's famous novel Sula deals
with the problem of self-identity and above all it obviously shows she is
away from the community. She can achieve the whole and become
victorious with a great identity. The protagonist also has been a willing
victim to the circumstances of being exploited by the exploiters. Morrison
frames herself when a protagonist is transformed into a new woman of
‘self, through her searching of lesbian, heterosexual, generic

relationship.
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