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<OR IDENTITY IN TONI MORRIS0, ¢
7HE BLUEST EYE

A-GReRy,

bias, slavery, marginalisation, alienatioy

ys been the underlying theme of Top; Mon angd
1

Son.
Ways

Communi

Through the accounts O

i which identitys is the most tyran?ical periocf in the black history, whic)
nas affected the identity of tﬁfrlcan Americans. In The Biyey Eve
Morrison shows how a black gi rl who searches for her true identity fe'eI;
aggravated by her blackness and .ycams to be white because of e
constant panic Of being redundant in her surroundings. She exposes
inhumanities of the American slavery sy‘stem and its impact op the
African Americans. Thus Morrison tries to establish the black identity iy
the socio-political ground where cultures are hybridised, powers ar

negotiated and individuals are reproduced as challenging agents.

On the other hand, just “being black” in her novels does not
promote unity within the community as there also exists class differences
within the black group. So through her characters Morrison portrays the
identity crisis through slavery and racism. This paper traces the vision of
black identity that Morrison attempts to figure in her novel, “The Bluest
Eye”. The paper describes the multifaceted mixture that characterizes the
relationship between black and white. The paper explores several
injustices and the harmful impact which the institution of identity has on

the African American society.

The tern “Identity” refers to one™s rights, equality and dignity,
equal opportunity in work and cducation and equal pay. Here the focused
“Female identity” denotes a movement advocating the cause of women"s
rights and legitimate demands, particularly equal rights with men by
challenging blatant and rampant inequalitics between the SCXES in the
S?Ciet)’- Aftican-Americans have widely accepted that they are socio-
historic products, not only bound to one another by racial and biological
commonalities, but also moulded by the consequences of slavery and
betrayal. Many women writers like Zora Neale Hurston have naturally
emerged to focus their identity and autonomy on the literary horizon. The
116
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s of all races have recognized inexhaustible literary potental
ntial of

writer . 5
.American self-examination and self-exploration

African
« [dentity” is often regarded as a function of place. There

g relationship between the environments into which the inmmrzlasbla

¢d them and their own definition of the sense of female identi ¥

assertion. The Affican American women have longed for 1heti):-

nd dignity in the society, and they have suffered a lot in different

, as alienation, colour-discrimination, marginalization, slavery

stron
fate plac
and self-
identity 3

ways sucl
1dentitys autonomy, and gender-bias and so on. Toni Morrison is regarded

as One of the greatest living writer that has brought new life to African
jcan literature. She is the first African-American woman to win the

Amer
Nobel Prize for Literature (1993). She has created remarkable characters
and explored the emotional trauma of racism, identity, colour

discrimination, gender-bias, injustice, oppression and slavery in her
novels. Morrison pen portrays and make the readers to think about the
nistory of the struggles of the African American experience.

Toni Morrison depicts the black community with reference to
plackness and the inner struggles of the individual as well as the class
differences and social structures within the collective. So Each of
Morrison''s works, The Bluest Eye (1970), Sula (1973), Song of Solomon
(1977), Tar Baby (1981), Beloved (1987), Jazz (1992), Paradise (1998),
Love (2003), and 4 Mercy (2008) provides the complexity of black
community. She not only writes about claiming the superiority by the
white but also about rad icalization and class differences within the black

collective.

The black woman, ToniMorrison, faced the reality of “Double
discrimination” of both race and sex. Racism and Sexism co-exist in 2
traumatic alliance with in the proves to be a deadly combination. This
combination critically affects the lives and consciousness of Afnf:an
American woman. They are like the system of societal and psychological

Sex and race have been interrelated in the history .of
iMorrison who has necessarily

ks as a group who are
gard 10 their virtue. They

restrictions.
American and the black woman Ton
reflected the relationship in_ his novels. Blac
relegated to under classes in America, with re
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The Rizest Bve, ™ a timeless stady 'ofa~ soctal outease wha n ooty
herselt™ (Walker 19913 00 plies on underiying d::\‘im for "*“simih‘:;\\r
\je;-::kitf\‘ﬂ and seceptance by white people. Mormisen also Utacke !5;
problem of the oppression of childmen, In her novel, “The Blues: Eves

she depicts the wordd from 2 child's point of view, Momion shony i

L)

vele of oppression in the treatment of Pevols by other children iy her
{\r* rity. They also grew up 1o sct out their own hurts oq their chil
QO . ~ <

dren
We s s espesiall in the shandoned child. Cholly Bresdlong, g,

grows up to become a dysfunctional father, tragically rapes his danghra
Pecola. The rape of a child is thereby given to the reader in two formg
psvehological and physical. Mormrison thus gives a clear picturs

of
adultism,

“The Bluest Eve™ (1970) Morrison examines the Perspectiv
of black community about beauty and the psychological damages it
crexed to the black women. The Bluest Eve takes place in Mormisoa™s
bome town of Lorain, Ohio. In the novel, the black community of Lorain
is separated from the upper-class white community, alsa known as Lake
Shere Park, a place where blacks are not
emplayed by a white family.

S View

permitted. unless they are
- Morrison portrays two black families - tae
MacTeers who have the inner strength to face pov

ofracist society and the Breedloves, Pecola Breed
American gidl comin

erty and discrimination
love isa young Afric
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Whenever their brother and p e e
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= Liwle parts of ber bady fadad away. Now sShoaiy, mow Wi 1
rash. Stowly again her fingess Wemt one by omer em b s
disappearad all the hardest above the tighs. She 2ol o b el 80 33
pull. Her stomach would not go. But fimally & ooy weet swomy them B
chast, her neck. The face was hard oo Almest dose. 2—ost Oely hx

tight, tight eyes were left. They were always leS7( Bloax Sve 331

But for Pecola’™s mother this Gght gives Ber 1= e
coasiders herself 2 good Chnstian womsn loadad 5y
as punishment from God. She often speals w Joses thows Thalh s s
Once, during a fight. Cholly falls on the sove, and she vels oot oo faws
© uke him. Mrs. Breadlove needs Cholly™s sins for Ber seose of s
Cholly Breedlove also neads her. I he hetes her, be com ke &3 own
idetity free. By the end of the novel, her Bt is £ of tamed wiad
compels ber 1o isolare herselfl She is hazad by ber mother who soesidiss
Pecola as ugly™, her father rapes her and is not ehle 2 Hie 2 wordmiiie
life which leads to evertasting apgravasion and drives ber =20 madess.
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\nd above all she is again dominated by her own people, o,
A ' ; < for A r
with her own community Pecola longs for belongingnesg Thy )

dsee " S
atacks (¢ wclally constructed Western images of be

al damages it creates in black women,

Mo
n Omisy
Ity ing |
p\_\vhulogic

Mortison ightly points out:

wWhen the strength of a race depends on its beauty wi

en
one looks as opposed to what one is, e N the fo

is turned to how "
n lrm.h,c N

(1074:89)

Thus she analyses the ways of being that are ridiculeq

) : , den
declared inferior and frrational, and, in some cases eli "Onizeq

i T . Minay !

destroyed. But the community reinforces the identities of its € ang
) S memp,

ery

through belicfand heritage, Claudin, although she abhors the wiyir.
which are internalized by her community accepts her ht‘rilm Ideq)g
blackness. In The Bluest Eve, Morrison analyses the boundaries n&;.c ang
socicty that are setand defined by the dominant white commun‘i((? black
people always admire the white geographical boundary but gh Y. Black
allowed to enter unless they are employed by the white pmplcy (?Irc nor
and Frieda MacTeer go in search of Pecola at Lake Shore l’u;k -
Pecola”s mother Pauline works for a white family, known as the l-‘i“hhcr:
The girls admire the beautiful house with great furniture and gnrdc: ;"5-
their visit is short-lived as Pauline becomes furious at Pecola for i 3 ; ut
overa pan of blueberry cobbler, “Crazy fool...my floor, mcss...lookp\r\":::\gl
-‘"“'--:“"‘rk-~:l!°l on out..her words were hotter and darker than the
smoking berries and we backed away in dread” ( Bluest Eye 109),

This evidently shows the discri minatory treatment over the black
people by the white people. Morrison trics to give a clear picture of how
black society yearns for their identity amidst hybridized culture. The
novel reflects the complex mix of attraction and rcpulsion. that
chnrtlctcrins the relationship between the White and Black. Thus the
rf'lnlmnxhip becomes ambivalent because the black subjcc.t is never
:l;:\l) n.er cnm[?lclcly opposed to the White. Hence a black woman who
b»hw l::«:;;:'::i r\;‘lclfrl »:llc way she is treated in the society because of the

sKin can choose the option of doing almost everything

Echoing ¢ “ascades "

\ 1 o o\
is. In the novel , Whiteness is associated with beauty and
liness( particularly according to Geraldine and Mrs, Breedlove), but
olex? lnh sterility. In contrast, color is associated with happiness, most
ly in ’lhc rainbow of yellow, green, and purple memories Pauline
Clcf‘rdiovc sees when making love with Cholly. Morrison uses this
:;:;Zcry to emphasize the destructiveness of the black community’s
pri\/ilcging of whiteness and to suggest that vibrant color, rather than the
pure absence of color, is a stronger image of happiness and freedom.

10 chang¢ th

n|50 w

The Self-hatred that is at the core of Pecola’s character affects, on
one degree or another, of all the other characters in the novel. If Morrison
seems to focus on female self-hatred are not limited to black girls alone.
Boys receive just as much negative feedback from the white community,
put they are far more likely to direct their emotions- retaliation outward,
infliting pain on others before the pain turns inward and destroys them.

Cholly and Junior are prime examples.

The phenomenon of slavery is responsible for immense changes
in the life of African American people. It is indeed a traumatic experience
for the people who were once a slave to witness the ravaging forces of
slavery. Upheavals brought by the conflict between the white and black
rupture, destroy and strain the traditional structures in society. The novels
of Toni Morrison have penctrated deeply into the traumatic effects of
identity of African American and its people. Her novel “The Bluest Eye”
respond to the traumatic effects generated by the clash between the two
cultures. It deals with the plight of black people who have been exposed
to western values. As the story unfolds, the reader is made aware of the
conspicuous shape of slavery. Ironically, the fruits of freedom and

independence appear to be out of reach of the people as they painfully
reflect on the endless sacrifices made during the struggle.

In “The Bluest Eye” Morrison reflects how Pecola quest for true
women identity which according to socially structure culture is being
white with blue eye. Morrison clearly mentions that even the black man
sees white beauty as something to be admirable that’s why Cholly
Breedlove hates her daughter. Being a black woman is like a crush during
that time as they are often exploited by white men as well as by black

Echoing Cascades 121
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