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GIMILITUDE IN SHAKESPEARE?S p
ESTHER IN THE BIgypp

J'\ }':“‘.l"“:/_"
«Many women have done excellently,

but you surpass them all...
Give her of the fruit of her hands

and let her works praise her in the gates”

ot )
w§imilitude” ~ Oxford English Dictionary defines By
quality or state of being similar to something”, “A comp ' '
(wo things" or “A person Of thing resembling somec . %
else”. This paper deals with the similitude of two great womg
and Portia. Both the characters are the heroines of the
play. Heroines are Srong female characters who take d
save or help other individuals throughout plays and stories
and Portia have similitude in their qualities. This paper deals w
similar qualities of Portia and Esther like beauty, piety, obedi
intelligence. g

The Book of Esther was originally included in x
Hebrew scripture, and was incorporated into the histori cal be
Greek Septuagint. The Book of Esther describes the Jewi
Esther, who saved the Jewish people in Persia from annihilal
the reign of King Xerxes | (Ahasuerus) of Persia, who d fr
465 BC. As an historical character, Esther is the supreme hero

delivers her nation from disaster. As a woman, she is that rare i '
o ‘charm, strength and guile: a human being whos:




kespeare has no heroes, only heroipes
this saying, Portia does come out as 4

: Very witty and stro
e Merchant of Venice. Portia IS one of the most promj 5,
inent

, Said Ruskin. Yes, in

2's heroines in his mature romantic cq
b throughout The Merchant of Venice,
and courage are predominant chay
in heroines. “The Portia who begins as 3 Witty young woman
o the princess of the Beautiful Mountain, dangerous ang
pf access, into the perfectly dutiful ang affectionate wife, into
,into an allegory of Mercy, and ends as Something not unlike
only mature and more in commang of every situation”

acter traits typically

- (Shakespeare’s Early Comedies, 184)

a and Esther are the icons of unparalleled beauty. [ goes
» that Esther had great personal beauty. Her dark, exotic
out, and she was thus chosen as a candidate for the
he saw her for the first time must have been

harms. It’s because of her beauty that Esther
d when courageous Queen Vashti was

assah, that is Esther, his cousin,
1 was fair and beautiful..... .. 7

beautiful, and intelligent heiress of Belmon:i.
ritics as ¢ ,;5' ‘of the most perfectly develope
Brooke has called her, “the queen

71



ell as the beauty of character. She is so beautify th
her from distant lands like so many Jasons in g
“portia- the heroine of a romance story (Who) |

I8 ra.

(and) an only daughter who loves simp| :
simply
d

physical as W at sy

come 10 Wo0

Golden Fleece:

noble, maiden
unquestioningly”

- (A Critical study of Shakespeare's Copey

Y, 480)

“[n Belmont is @ lady richly left; and she is fair and, fajrer tha

- : 4 o
“word, of wondrous Virtues: sometimes from her eyes 1 did fecely the
' : me is Portia.....” = Gre € fair
: Her na reat Books

speechless messages
 Western World (Act-1, Scene D iy

2
-
e -
«

B
T _‘1 - These unparalleled beauties, Portia and Esther had radian, ;,,
beauty that manifested itself in piety towards their Creator. Esthe, =
in the Bible, was a pious woman who demonstrated grea bcl‘i::
cy, and courage combined with reasonable caution, Esthe‘
guidance in times of difficulty. “She prayed to the Lor(;
and said: ‘O my Lord, you only is our king; help me, who
no helper but you, for my danger is in my hang»
ough she was the queen she ceased all the pride ar;d
| ‘humbled herself before the Almighty. She pleads

¢

T

nd put on the garments of distress and
erfumes she covered her head with ashes

- w v 9 %

hair”. (Esther 4:14: 1-2)

S 81-'1‘:“ explained clearly the mercy of
y her, about the quality of Mercy.
ech of Mercy was echoed in |
He argued that “the wo




'f‘,.h. place beneath,” (740 Song of Mosey:
_J,Brymt'l Ennay argues that Por
e nature” in parallel to “Cjyi,
Antonio.” (A Critical Sudy of

Pastoral iy
limay be identified a8
's physi

Y physical natyure”

as
Shak('.vpe are

8 ( 'rmwtly,48(n)
e trinl, Shylock asks Portia what coulq possibly make
~merciful. Portin replies (1t human be
se God is merciful and Mercy is an attribute
greater than power, majesty,

¥

ings should be
of God himself
or law. She is so merciful

t ove this sceptred sway,

| in the hearts of kings,

iﬁod himself;

r doth then show likest God's

na 0 possess the quality of obedience. Portia
4! B . :
t daughter, who complies with her father's

ing her suitors when they are out of
r father's wishes even when the

ce. An exemplar for her

ble in Esther 2:20 = Esther
ple, as Mordecai had
st as when she was
sia, she obeyed her
or benefit. Later, when
e Jewish people in the
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m, he went 10 Esther, telling her to step forward gng
le, She was reluctant at first, but Mordecai prompted he ¢, "WVe
' 80

King saying: «Who knows? Perhaps you have come o royy| dig 0 thy

just such 8 time as (his?"(Esther 4:14). Esther respon ds that g :., )
days of fasting and praying she would g? to the k.,.,g and says, ¢1 r ‘*frce
y 1 perish.” (Esther 4: 16) Esther obeyed in the ordinary detajls of hPcr.'Sh
% -Wilh*hcr parents dead, Esther could have told Mordecai that he coer life
; q ; Mher what to do because he wasn't her father. Instead, she Submitmdn“
s parental role and did what he told her = even after she moyeg inled i

: S (Esther 2:10-11). She obeyed Mordecai in the ordinary ‘hing:o the

. ;g_gamc to her with something extraordinary (delivering ey » alsg

fr ‘(jijnihilhtion) she obeyed. People

" Courage and intelligence were the core qualities embeddeq in
S t ¢

. 98!9“" Portia has great intellectual ability. She is g ghy,

an nature. Her remarks to Nerissa about her six suitors rev:\'d
“and a true understanding. She shows wisdom nadl
gming out her plan of appearing in the coyy :f
a lawyer. She arranges all the necessary details with
e self-confidence and practical common seng
urt are strong and thought-provoking. She show;
-_:_;,v'd_is_guising herself as a male lawyer and taking
v court. Her challenges to Shylock are clever ang
ave tonio’s life. The below given words Vivikijy
 and audacity of Portia. r

sere is something else.
ive thee here no jot of blood;



\ (her throws everything she has—her
() Es her beauty—into the political effo
. : ence, :
\ intel g€ wisdom of Mordecai and Esther's .
\ combiﬂed_n the load of the Jews under Persian ry)e. Haman, the pjer
’I[". Ofﬁgh[cmmg-itc. was the Jews' enemy and the Old Testameny's Adolf
!\3 court anOd conceived a plan to massacre the Jews en blog, Exhorted by
: Hitlcr——-!f" Esther revealed her Jewish nationality (o (e king,
\ Mordecais ction brought about a complete reversal of (e ¢
\ courageous a, planned to kill the depraved Haman. Inste
\‘ Esther astute t);ﬂ: king, she called the king as well as Hama
- girectpleato d day, while the king was drinking wine and
On the :CZ‘;:C d Es;hcr of her wish. Esther outwitted Ham
mood, he

the king, who ordered his men to put f
.« wickedness 10
his wiC

laman to death.
was executed, Mordecai was honoured by (he King, and
aman
Thus Hamar

_ tion as Queen was considerably strengthened by he
’sfpos;r.‘"wit and courage saved the Jewish people from d

COurage, her loy
"o saye her peg

Ourage became the meang

alty, her
ple. The

and this
ccree. Queen
ad of giving a
n for the feast.
in the happiest
an and exposed

racumen.
estruction.

icteristics similitude of Esther and Portia serve as 3
r women and men, both in the time the book was
ough the centuries to the present day.
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