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Theolo8Y means the science of God. The Elizabethan
] . .

¢ order implies the belief of Elizabethans that God
r . o hierarchy. William Shakespeare besides

e e e
o ghtod B e St e

ged he audience the feelings of aesthetic pleasure,

disscmlghakespeare characters act out the Elizabethan theology
ond strengthen our moral sense. The belief of
< is that, God is the absolute reality and He is both

cendent aﬁd :mmanent in the Universe. According to this
s

arth i the centre O
 fyed routes. In heaven God ruled over the archangels and angels.

on earth this order with its fixed classes from the highest to the

the world has its position fixed by God. The

£ the universe and the stars moved around in

- Jowest —kings, nobles, merchants, and peasants. The animals

pave their own rules t00, the lion being the ‘king’. Among the

trees, the most superior is the oak; among flowers, it is rose;

~ among the minerals, gold is the most superior. The Elizabethans
alled this hierarchical structure ‘The great chain of being’.

Any attempt to break the chain of being would upset the
- established order and bring about Universal disorder. Thus
5 When Julius Caesar is assassinated, there is chaos in the heaven
sswell as the earth. In Macbeth after Duncan is murdered we ar
©ld by the Old Man and Ross (2.4.) that the day became as dark
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as night, a falcon was killed by an oWl and that

: Une .,
turned wild and ate each other. Only whey, i Mgy,
€ rig

(Malcolm) gains his throne at the culminatjgp, , i g i,
Chplyy :

and harmony to the world restored.
Shakespeare’s firm faith in Gog and hig o
adhg

the theology of order as Crystal-clear j Macheg, 61 Teng, "

this scene the character of Doctor of physic is mo. -:&73)
Uthp;

Plee

e
to the . . of
gentleman: Weity,

In
Shakespeare himself. The Doctor speaks

ural degg,

. ed ming
To their deaf pillows will discharge their

More needs she the divine

Do breed unnatural froubles; infect

secrefs
than the physician,

.......... " (5.1.68.73)
An abundance of theological ideologies €an be foyyg
In

Macbeth that helps with the development of the lheme-illusion
versus reality : “fair is foul and foul is Jair”, Just g Williap,
Shakespeare believed in heaven, which js eternal hoyg,
(kingdom of God) so too he believed in hell, an occult state of
suffering forever. The porter scene in Macbeth givesa
glimpse of it.

God, God forgive us all

Here is a knock indeed! If a man

Were porter of hell-gate, he should

Have old turning the key....... (2.3.1 -20)

Heaven and hell are two symbolical names of the
spiritual realm of reality. The former one is the name of the
house of God and the angels, and the latter indicates the adobe
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h Lucifer. The fallen angels Sipnify the
. with 14

(hey wanted to dethrone the Creator, Pride
They Wi |

0 | ler in the spiritual realm. We may discover
\ Ol c[‘ h

.‘];ﬁ“ N (||hlﬂ

N 4 ‘-r

ll I l)l l,nll(—'ll(ﬂ .
i gymbo

h’\" i l 'lh i)

e w | have no spur
iﬂ'\" To prick the sides of my intent, but only
Vaulting ambition, which over leaps itself
And falls on the other.” (1.7, 25-28).
|| things in this world have been hierarchically set
That f the Elizabethan philosophy. According to this
i 8 et © have men, animals, and minerals in descending
ilosophys W th‘ Men are superior to animals, anima]s superior
quence o1 eiif nt-s superior to minerals. The superiority consists
toP'a”[Sand pof; the vital principle which we ca]] the soul but
nthe “;mrean beings other creatures are not considered tq
f’ excepts S:E:S. Human beings not only undergo physical changes
1p055;:ey are capable of intellectual development which is 3
Z:’;n ous expression of the rationa% soul . M:.Tn is th.e paragon of
' nimals because his rational soul is created In the image of God.
The Elizabethan humanism is a pealing anthem in Shakespeare.
| “What a piece of work is g man, how-noble in

reason, How infinite in Jaculties,
moving How

(ot orde!

in form and
express and admirable, I, action how

like an angel, in apprehension how like g God: The

beauty of the world,  the paragon  of
Gnimals, (2., 200-204)

However, we are inclined to think that the Elizabethans
“Mertained ap anthrapomorphjc :

: Shakespeare Forever g '
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¢ of God. Shakespeare delineates the CrcalOr .
lished his work of creating man . A,
tion and deliberation. Such a portraityre hag D"’ch
obser‘:c value. It teaches the salvific message (h, n r

aesthe _
Him, through Him and for Him.

All Shakespeare scholars agree on
Shakespeare’s cosmology. His order- Pictyre of the cnsmt
pre-Copernican. “The Elizabethans visualizeq the Ptomos Iy

planetary system in which the earth stood static 5 i :maic
enll‘e

surrounded by concentric  spheres which eVolyeq o,
round with them the various heavenly bodies, N i?mg
the

Universe as Shakespeare pictured it.”To illustrate Ross el
old man, ‘By the clock, it is day; And yet dayk night s ”;angles ;he
¢

porlrai
who accomp

Of

travelling lamp.” (2.1. 6-7)
Man is the crown of creation. Shakespeare excling
¢

mystery of the universe and the excellence of map in i, Mirang,
in The Tempest voices forth Shakespeare’s admiratiop for gy
who is the means between the creator and creatures.
“O Wonder!
How many goodly creatures are there |
How beauteous mankind is ! here | O brave new
world........ (9.1.182-186)
An echo of this amazement can be found in the

lines of revelation in Isaiah 43:4-5,
“Because you are precious in my eyes
and honoured. and [ love you,
1 give men in return for you

!’——"-ﬁ
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pyponie .
h o };z  credl ’d f"" ay gIm)
jyho! 1 forme med and made”
i “;Tittlc Latin and less Greek” and no formal
; ith pis 1 kespeare surpasses even theologian in
3 gon, Sb2 . .

N religion and philosophy. This proves

‘: uﬂl‘efslty ei‘ God,

i ¢ b the master craftsm

i pet® tob -, books but as one who fathomed even the
e

gk : :
kS y b of life with sheer insight, world view

4 ugh SPC
W i
gdon-

an who see the world, not

o
ol w
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