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RATI I MUKHER IS

pHA IN A CONTINENT (l';l.%yl”'vlfz MM
MMl(;lMN,m(.RAN-l

pharathi Mukherjee’s "Wile’ ig i ol TABANY
of cultural shock and alicnatjoy, atio, -
Bharathi Mllkh‘ClZlcu an Indiay born A, et il
} 97 July 1940 in Caleutta, Moved .il’u_m Moveligy
ufl‘ ;ilhy family. In United Stales, She Marricq | '«lfn In | " Doy
Z:;:mdiun. Shc- refused her 'idcn‘lily as an lm]iun.(”
with idcnlily‘llrs( as an .c.\ulc. [rom .ln(liu,
Canada zmc.i finally as an ll]'{l:nlgl-;:ml in the Upigeq St | “Apatriae i,
immigrant in a Conlmcnl o.l lmmlgmm& S led ey
Dimple is an escapist lost in hop Privale ——
beginning, at hOlhde llllle(alculta., ' is reaming gy
surgeon and her father . "¢ abo
:\Ilcllglir:l)eer. 2§hc Is twenty and alrcady affl; ¢ m“g::“())r;ldl d g
The tension between her acfyg| Powerlegg > OI pasg

. ness anq .
suggested to her, have made her sick After an eXcrucig
waiting, she is finally married (o Amit kumar Basu, consulfj

V4, A mg

engineer who is ideal in that he has already applied for CMigration

Amll‘ IS an earnest young man, cyep |, considerate g by the
standards of Indian masculini € has lived long |
~ in a

Y, but Dimp]

fantasy world of advertising and advice columns, tha ghe IS emotiona]|

" incapable of understanding another humap being and g c:nano)i
" understand Amit or try to.

Dimple’s psychic defe

‘Dimple’ is quite scintillatip

a study

naturally reacts in a peevish way
not like her new name ‘Nandhinj’
noteven love Amit, her husband.

Dimple wants to break through the traditional taboos of a wife,

She aspires for freedom and love in marriage. This aim brings her
morbid longings, unreal imaginations, foul fantasies. Dz_iys roll on
sapping her soul. In the meantime, she discovers that she is pregnant.
It's more paranoiac. The height of her abnormality reaches when she
Skips her way to abortion _
' : lics
Dimple justifies herself that she cannot aff(l))ld,ilrtl) llflfléeqf;;lei hfealn ;
: - . to be é
'm her old Jife (o America where she. ht(,)-gi;ed bet%veen oo ouliur
e more hSiling jerson Bl Sl ]S] ]}ms nothing to do with the
"™ aspires 1o a third, imagined world. She
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, iolence is her fundamenta] ¢y o
roblems Ofimlmgmn(ti;rv lr(;ldeios and casual C'Ol.“’el'saei(l)lllesncQ QI\NQ |
York. NWSAPEE:  ce- cream parlours. In Dimple’s g, Sty ¥ 3
murders m.ﬂ”e)/iw‘ not a man al all.l—lgr fruslra_llon With l>_a ’naq !
withopt a job :\i;.scls 1 her life. S.he thinks ma.rnag.e has belranu rixez
manifold. DDA be glittering things she has imagineq, — Weg he
e pfOde seemed curiously ahep to her, |
rﬂ%ﬁgl h(;tz malice, an insane(?flib;)l'e to hurt,
iied v g irborne”’.
yet weighll'esg, qh:l(;i; 3“{?(‘:;1 her since he fails. 10 nourigp, her
Aml},-(l)smlsher vorld 0 f.dreams and delus19ns, her neuroticﬂg!a§ies)
turns away i cities. Amit simply does not fit into hey OWn yy | In "
and her ecce.ntucbe i'n fallible, intractable, god like, by, with + She
wanted Amit to f Amit’s ways of life makes her dislike ll? Oyig
charm. Her dlsllkf? (;n alien to the world of Amit, an outsig Worg
around her. She ltshis lack of communication between (he huSEr 10 e,
husband. D.eSplte rsonal hatred or rancor. On the other hanq an' ang
wife, there is no persona - thought of exploiting her
all love for Dimple. Hebhqs never thought of exploiting he;
; well being.
womed]ﬁbt(})]f Ezgrt of heart, Dimple likes Milt Glasser,
she turns much worse off than ever, morelpng]y, MOre cut off f;
and from Indians. Even the apartment obje.cuﬁes the. psyc
degeneration. She hurts Arr}it with the k]tcl.len knife o
protecting herself. She cogitates uponthe nine ways o
becoming the voice of madness, and leads to her decision
“She sneaked up on him and chose a spot, her favourite
the hairline where the mole was getting larger and brown

her right hand up and with the knife stabbed the magj
twice, seven times”(213).

The murdering of Amit is an assertion of
Dimple has been portrayed free
novel. She has no inhibition in expressin
contrary, it is Amit Basu, who is a victim
His murder signifies how an innocent, d
prey to the neurotic madnesg framed by t
the fantasies in the continent of immj
suicide of the immigrant, Dimple.
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