FATHOMLESS OCEAN

GOMEZ SOPHIA
U. ANAMICA

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
JAYARA] ANNAPACKIAM COLLEGE FOR WOMEN
(AUTONOMOUS)

PERIYAKULAM, TAMILNADU, INDIA




FATHOMLESS OCEAN
| Title of the Book
i
i : GomeZ Sophia
" U. Anamica
irst impression February 2019
174
700

978-93-86712-61 -5

Laser Point,
Madurai-625 003.

ollege for Women (Autonomous)
.,_!'adejs(B“’ Cycle) by NAAC

)15
eni D1, Tamil Nadu.
‘Women's University, Kodaikanal-624102,

‘this publication may be reproduced, stored in a

in any form or by any means, electronic,

r otherwise without the prior permission
 should be addressed to



ST

:

)

i 9 A Study of Peripheral versus Internal Beauty with
Special Reference to Marge Piercy’s Barbie Doll

B 3
3 U. Anamicg
' 10 Gender Stereotypes and Fairy Tales : A Reading
. Aleena Rosmin Abraham 2
11 Impressions of A Light-Filled Mind: Radical Hope
v ‘and Courage in Etty Hillesum's Diaries and Letters -~
5 - 43
- Angeline Sorna
arrative Techniques in Meira Chand’s A Different
B 37
H.Rakhiba
uest of the Duo — Helen Keller and her
63
Jaseema Banu
kespeare’s Portia and Esther in The
70
3 J. Jaya Queenslin
ation of Life: A Critical
pe by Anita Nair S 2%

P. Selvarani

,-‘Q;'.



\ §TUDY OF THE FEMALE PSy ey
RETERENCE TO ABRAHAM Mag Mm
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aghts and flow of changes, challenging the humgy “"dﬁl‘t(
kg human relntions, o constang b“lnhcin “dln&h‘
exlstence possible. The mystery of ”I“’ l’s)tt’-he IS an ¢ ! N
deepened state In women, who are victmfs of patrinrelyg e ﬁscdl i
.umuhmlIsulinn. Though the marginalisation orwoﬂmnb ‘ 'o"ﬂnq
been discusued for nges, the prcmlcngc of such g dhc“‘ﬂ(in “fehyh'l ]
o I today's developing modern world, especia))

denled eve i AT | g ‘ ymmb@:
pn_yclmhmlcul perspective, ( is commonly an Widely “!"!\lu« “ah.
both men and women, s thelr psyclws' pet differed gng ﬂy‘ g
ench other, The paper titled 'A Study (.)l the Female ngg@ » Pheq
(0 Abriham Muslow's FHicrarchy ol Needs in Shmqy .
Possibility of Pt aims to bring out the damaged psyche of
protagonist Miss. Adela Strangeworth, a symbolie represen "

author Shirley Jackson, from the aspect of unfulfilled hy,

Om.. 3
{ho "\phw b
i\ mynu‘ly.

The Hierarchy of Needs is a psychological th ;
Abraham Harold Maslow, an American Psychologﬁ%
YA ‘Theory of Human Motivation" in Psychological
study how humans intrinsically partake in behavioy
(ive-tier model of human needs with the hierarchi
physiological needs leading to safety needs, love ¢
welf-esteem and finally to self actualisation. Masloy
(0 describe the pattern through which human

order for motivation to occur at the next level
levels containg a certain amount of internal se
order for an individual to complete the hiera
expressed in his 1954 book Motivation and Personalit
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Self esteem needs are ego needs or status neeqs, It in
recognition, status and the human desire to hc' accepted ang Valyeg
others, Fame and glory will not help people build their self-este by

' ally. Psychological imby]; Untj|

they accept who they are internally. F'sy g dlances gy :
. Aol ool .

depression distract the person from obtaining a higher ey, of g

lassified self-esteem into two categoripe. (-
esteem. Maslow classified self-estee B !:)fl'ts. () oy,
version - needs for respect from others and (ii) higher versjor,
esteem for oneself, manifesting with strength, competence,
dignity, independence and freedom.

Mastery,

The final stage is self-actualisation, which is the realisatiop, of
personal potential, self-fulfilment, seeking personal growth and pegy
experiences. It is a reward-based system, which is used to intrinsic;,”y
pursue certain values or goals. Among the above mentioned five, the basic
four which are said to be the Deficiency needs/D-needs will moye away
to the next set of needs once they are more or less satisfied and are thys
called as Salient needs. But the final stage of actualisation, which is sajg
to be the growth needs, continues to be felt and may even become stronger
once they have been engaged. Maslow's five-stage model iS even
expanded to an eight-stage model later during 1970s, including cognitive
needs, aesthetic needs and transcendence needs.

With reference to Maslow's psychological theory, the paper
analyses the psychological reflection of the woman writer Shirley
Jackson, who constantly reflects her inner trauma indirectly in her works,
Shirley Hardie Jackson is an American novelist and short story writer,
known for her works of horror and mystery. She has made use of the
gothic techniques and humour, giving a different perspective of her to the
world, sc that she is not to be taken seriously as a woman wnters,hgm
supernatural elements to bring out the depths of the human condition or
more particularly to explore the psychic damage to which wome
especially prone, e

-

Jackson was denied of her basic needs; she w"'
viewed as an outsider by her conservative country-club
mother Geraldine was the chief representative of the ¢
world during Jackson's childhood, who used to criticize




: d her wilful refusal 7 1
j, ber weight an 0 cultivage .

_ wd ”3'. even told Jackson that she was (he or eminine charm,

i

oduct of 5 failed i
abortion,
Jackson moved away from her mother, Geraldine ¢ ontinued 1

M::us criticizing her daughter.

is set to be a woman, denied of her basi
‘sex, love and belongingness, securi
the sort of self-actualised woman as
ce her writing is only a reflection of
) completely to get relieved from it Though Jackson's
such as food and shelter were fulfilled, she was not
like an outsider throughout her life. Jackson's sexual
A or the happy experience. Jackson's safety is

ay she always feels insecure during her childhood
e. Though she has the job and financial security,
ndent hold over her job and money under her

Mty and fears often

getreflected through

nts she uses in her writings. Considering
%’is evident in Jackson's life that there was
ngness. She had not received love even
criticised of her physical appearance by
r mothers would not do. Her husband
ecognition and love. Her recognition
%yother women. Through constant
‘unknown place in her writings, it is
e the h Id of belongingness anywhere in
mt a true one as she creates a

€ needs such as
ty and self-esteem.
a writer, but not a
her inner trauma |,

f
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false image to the world in her writings givin.g a differep, pe
her, hiding her true self. She prefers the estimation of Others Ive of
Maslow's theory is stated as lower version, failing (o hase onw ‘eh i,
The last and final stage of Maslow' theory is Self Actualisa[;()ne ‘
also again a false one in Jackson's life, as she uses hep Crea : ngh ig
writing only as a relief for her outburst of the lack of 3| her Needs |
as a growing process of realising or acknowledging onese|f Duf')
last stage of life, she has started to realise her own se|f 0 be i Ing ey
and self empowering, which she even starts writing i, , ne
incomplete one as she dies in the middle of it, not gaining the re,
her change towards self actualisation. Thus the motif of 4 'Oncly

setting out to escape a miserable family or a grimly ¢lay
community and ending up lost recurs throughout Jackson's sto

3
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The Possibility of Evil is a 1965 short story, published i,
Evening Post, a few months after her death and won the 1966 Eg
Poe Award for best mystery short story. [t reflects the author's
a replica named Miss Adela Strangeworth. Miss. Strangeworth L an ol
woman, who considers herself as the matriarch of the town, |iyes alone
in her ancestral home in a Pleasant Street. In the beginning of the g,
she seems to be a normal happy woman, who maintains , Cordia|
relationship with everyone in the town. She presents herself g an
appealing and a caring person, approaching the people of town regularly
with warm greetings and with a sociable conversation. At the eng of the
story, her inner psyche, gets reflected through her act of Writing secre
letters to the people of the town stating her susceptible assumptions aboyt
the happenings in their families, interfering in others' issues, which she
believes to be a process of cleansing the society of evil. This act of hers
depicts her inner psyche's need to escape from the world of oppression
which she fails to acquire her needs..Shirley Jackson even expr

Salurday
gar A”an
ps)’Chc i h

is lurking in.
hide her true inner evil self, reflecting
iety. Being a lonely woman,
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g l"““ & d p..)

aftect® and riches; she only us.cs them to pain (he attention of her

an visions She knows everyone in the town

p"i;h L ngers. She is need of constant at

" ing t0 ST ing of insecurity. Her j
ing ith a feeling o

is if within her own town and within h
¢
. it hers
im!

geworth comforts herself in her ow

Miss Sm:n d her act of not giving roses to thos

¢ and town - utcomes of her insecurity. She expe

one of -:earlc:)ne in her home lacking love and safe
use she!

f a proud woman who is much safe and
ag a : !
: elf to claim a false sense of belongingnes
: es

-

ative
nt coloureq
1d her own strange name depict the n
at
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and she s even fond of
ention from the people a5
nsecurity only makes her
€rancestral home.

I N zone of roses,
€ Who ask for i 1S
riences insecurity
ty. But she presents
happy in her home.
S, believing that the

"My grandfather built
of Pleasant Street" and "My grandmother planted these
first house

my mother tended them, just as [ do" (1). She claims the
4 falsely and strongly as she lacks it in |

¢

ner life.

igeworth’s possessions such as her home and rose
:ts of her work but that of her ancestors. This even
}Vdividuali'ty which questions her se|f esteem. Even if

-esteem, it is not a lasting one as she prefers it from
and recognition from others. When she walks in
letters, the children stand back respectfully as
~and they silence themselves briefly in her
e has created such an external impact in the
ds externally not internally. Even her act of
-author's life, is the forced need for a relief
seemingly self-actualised, as her basic
ting she uses a dull stub of pencil, making
. her writing is not a matured process
ner inner flaws.
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Miss Strangeworth holds roses.as her familial pride, Which, .
destroyed at the end of the story by a neighbour DO.n Crane, 35 a reu,mw
e 'sgrangewonhls secret letter. The destruction of roses js w,\
interpreted as the symbolic representatiorx of her true self revealeg g,
society. Thus her secured way of living in her own comfor zone yy;
she has created for herself is banished at last. Analysing tpe five
model of Maslow's theory, it is evident that the protagop;e Mi
Strangeworth fails to attain a single stage of needs Completely, T“:e
psychic study of Miss. Strangeworth, as a traumatic person ip asS0ciatjgy
with the life of author Shirley Jackson on the basis of M&low.
psychological theory of Hierarchy of needs, brings out the Commopjy
experienced problem of women of all the ages. The study can b
applicable to have a constant interpretation on women's day-t
ordinary life, which paves the scope for an infinite study of g female

psyche.
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