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[ONI MORRISON'S GENUINE PORTRAY AL o
AFRICAN AMERICAN VOICE IN BELoygp

Dr.GOMEZ, SOPHIA

«Black People have a story, and that story has to pe heard”

~ Toni Morrison

African — Amcrica.n Women Writers have always emphasized the
importance of Slave experience and voice. In Toni Morrison’s Novels, the
voice of the oppressed, those of race and gender, echoes and throbs with
jife. Her famous novel Beloved won the Pulitzer Prize for fiction. Toni
| Morrison is the first African American woman to win the Nobel Prize for
Literature in 1993. Her Novel ‘Beloved' is based on a sensational incident

and is a sure indication of the impact of racial and cultural pressure on a
|

black mother Sethe whose thick love results in infanticide,

Toni Morrison’s emergence as an African — American writer,
ictures her art of plumbing deep into women’s life, she realistically
interprets the black experience in a white world. Beloved (1987) is the
masterpiece produced by Toni Morrison. She narrates the real story of a
runaway slave Margaret Garner who in 1856, killed her daughter, tried to
kill her other children and herself at last, rather coming back to slavery.
Morrison’s Beloved deals with a life of a female slave Sethe who is forced
to undergo in-human insults, experiences and brutality of the evils of
slavery. As Pulitzer Prize winning novel Beloved reflects feminist

consciousness effectively.

Toni Morrison’s novels aim to critique the myth of black
inferiority and subordination which prevails in largely white culture. Her
novels investigate the devastating effects of the beauty standards of the
dominant culture on the self image of the African — female adolescent.
Toni Morrison’s novles are, quest tales in which key characters search for
the hidden sign, capable of giving them strength and identity Toni
Morrison shows the exploitative nature of logo centric orders. Her novels
are exploration of the meaning of Blackness. She wants the reader to work
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N yem for their sexual hunger and they are syp;
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g exposcd naked on the auction block W.E.B.Du Bois says:

ave woman is treated as an unwed mother so few
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= achieved freedom; but our Women in Black had
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’.’.r'.‘ they are buying an untrammelled independence,
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Toni Morrison has vividly portrayed the condition of Sethe in
£ 4. The cruel situations of the plantations at Kentucky is painfully

Wy in her novel. The slave women are immersed in physical and
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1 __,1-»‘7; ames clear that Sethe's decision 1o kill her children rather
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