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.1 ACK FEMINISM — A PERVASIVE vigw

: G.VIJAYALEKSHM]

Feminism has become a specific category of sense in an
1 literary society. Black Feminism, preoccupied with (he
. of Gender and Race, emphasizes black women’s unique
n as different from both white men and white women because of
s well as their difference from black men because of gender. For
el . black women have made a futile effort to be fully included

universal” US women’s movements only to be rejected and
As a result, they realized that the only solution for them to have
aring on their own lives was to form their own organizations that
specially to their requirements and interests. Moreover this is the
shich Black Feminist, literary criticism was really developed to
lack women with their own distinct experiences with regard to
yomen’s literature. This paper aims at presenting a pervasive view
Feminism through the victims of the traumatic world of the black

iters.

*Black Feminism’ means the specific feminism advocated by
American Women in the USA, which naturally caters especially
r history, experiences, traditions, culture and needs. Moreover,
T minism is not a ‘sub-category’ of the mainstream white
White feminism in ‘black face’, but it’s clearly it’s own

ory. Black Feminism did not suddenly appear in the
s popularity, but a ‘black women’s
ry earlier and gained popularity, as
ack feminist thinkers emerged
erns poured out in the same year
en in the mainstream feminist
‘women did not have feminist
uring that time the modern
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Further, it is quite clear that race iy g, of the ¢

Black feminism. Su. fighting uguif\sl ‘°"P|°iluu\:c :;'.lcr "One,‘
negative portrayals of black Wpree ® Sexuality thy, are ,“““'m' ':'
has become the task of Black feminism in order (o Protecy hllscd on r“%d
mind and bodies. Morcover, !)luck women's negatiye cxm.‘k.wo'"cn",
having been oppressed, discriminated against ang abugeq i Criey

of Black Feminism. Besides ‘Black Feminigm: the alg
Slightly different theory called “womanism”, which w

women writer Alice Walker. Womanism is ofiep .

Olh
€ Cop

as Coingg m'“lr,.

CCN 83 phop,. N
n

5 Of blagk Woma Mopy

£ ¢
CMinism, for, i i". by

closely tied to the concrete historical experience
some black women prefer womanism to Black
as supporting tighter relationships between black Women gng ; by
Both theories - Black Feminism and Womanjgy _ ndd:Ck ey
significance of black women’s history and culture ip their ﬂcti:jss (

well as urging black women to cherish and love their unique selv:m'
lastly both acknowledge that black women have 4 rcsponsibili(y t:'ﬁ |
against domination. i

One of the clearest reasons for the growth of (he black Womep'
n's

the puyje

eV
and as a result it was crucial for black women to get also their yojce

heard. In the opinion of Fannie Barrier Williams they have always |
the least known and the most ill-favoured class of women initho R
Four years later the same writer, who was no more OPtiMIltle,.;\wm-{ W
whether she lives in the North or in the South, she knows»t]muhmmm:
be valued at all. Another early important black women thinke ’
activist, Anna Julia Cooper, opined that although black wome
deal with both the race and the woman question, they are 1 )
ignored issue in both. a8

movement of the late 19" century was their exclusion from
sphere, as well as the discrimination and oppression they faced

clubs, groups and later feminist organizations as they felt
belong to, nor were they accepted in White women’s mo
they were accepted, they soon realized that their un
usually ignored, for it was assumed that what appl
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pcrlcncc-" would also automatically apply 10 those of the
men. Thus, this ‘uniqueness’ signifies that black women. being
© from their ethnic minorities in the USA, are racially and
o different from white women there. As a result, not only their
« but their womanhood also is a significant mark of their
. This uniqueness has often been considered a positive aspect,
se, that historically African American women have been able 1o
O e negalive features and experiences, such as oppression and racism
| ething positive. In other words, because they are unique, they

ely on, and support one another and fight together for their

'. -

As black women have been toiling for white women and are being
.d even by the other oppressed black men, they are described as
e of the slaves’ — in this case by white women and black men. Here,
1+ have they had to battle for and with black men for their liberty
hts. but they have also confronted with the obstacles of their own
+ Thus, this is one way in which the unique position of black women
s their place in the US society where they are ‘uniquely’ oppressed.
of the African American women share with one another the
ries old long history as the oppressed, first as slaves and then the
JJes experienced during segregation upto their contemporary cfforts.
creating the ‘presence of the past’ by keeping the history of black
and their past struggles afresh, seems to be the principal motive
Kk feminists, as otherwise it may be forgotten.

" It’s of course worth mentioning that during the first black
en’s activism movement in the late 19® century, black women
2ctuals clearly defined themselves apart from the poorer, lower-
) blackwomm,whommos!lyﬁomthcmulsomh In
rd “lhanashlcmdnmllylowaanddmranmdcmds
cﬁﬁlt.»l’orhmmeahmnnoﬂ’cml
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Which rule their society 10 a great extent where the ski
. N | M n
black women s Pl"“:c in the mamage mark_ﬂ =ila b'“k dtr\
n tone, she had better opportunity to rjge R NN
rh

lighter ski
marrying a wealthy black man, despite her poor b“ckgroun lcq,% \
origin. But now a days class lines do not follow any sory ofd ang
geographical line in the African American society, bec “Oloy |i~.
of the economically richest Blacks come from the enterngi - "y
sports world. in which the colour of skin or one’s place of bin;: TN g
measure of sSuccess. s &
The carly black women intellectuals did not recoj L3
the whole society and white men in particular. For, the ey Q“'tu\
of the southern black girls were mainly caused by the som:::%
men's sexual oppression of them and by the age old double stan Whie
still governed. For instance, black girls were treated as the ﬁshdtﬁ"rh
of the white gentlemen in the south and that neither the publjc Prey
nor law came to their rescue. One important task of Black fq:;“m,
the modem era, is to confront white racism as well as bh&“ﬂl R
patriarchy. However. the biggest culprit for the sometimes
relations between black women and black men is the white society
white men and women who historically abused and oppressed them, ad

/

Black feminists invariably assert that Black feminism is not an;.
male. Historically speaking, black men did not dominate black wom
during slavery, as White men dominated White women. Be :
were ruled by whites. This fact bears testimony to the t "’
contemporary power relations between black women an
emerged only after slavery when freed slaves began
way of living, where gender roles and hierarchy
Moreover. when the white men dominated and
American society and subjugated the black men _
witnessing the sexual abuse of black women by wlnte
the powerlessness of the black male, which is the reason L
abuse black women and to feel empowered. As Toni M
a long time black men have been able to vent their
women, and not their master whom they could 10! b

b
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~ Another importa.nl issu.e in Black feminjsm
Aalps petween fighting racism and sexism, whic
M!‘::NP in the questioning of black feminist’s race
d@Ll“l‘ feminists are of the opinion that Black fer
of:) mcse aspects — Black fen‘ninists and especially
‘Ille issues and needs of black women, by

is the black Women’g
h has Sometimes eyer,
I?yalty. But Majority
nism is a construct of
WOmanjsts address ot
hey take into account

. 8roup rather than for the
- concerning them alone. Further, they have put fonp ‘Black

jon’ prior to ‘black women’s liberation’. For instance, in the

of the critics like Robinson and Williams, even during s|
omen consciously let white men use and abuse them sexy
to save the lives of the black men dear to them. since the
v it has become a myth that black women wil| sacrifi
se good of the Black race and black men.

avery,
ally in
age of
ce themselves

There is also the feeling of lawful Possession among black women
slack women'’s literature, no matter how un-academic it may sound.
black feminists want the works of black women writers to be
ed and studied outside the black community, some of them still
\ icting feelings about white women entering their territory. For,
ast, few people outside the black community had been truly
d in it. Moreover, many black women intellectuals have a sense
exploited and call it ‘a commodification of Black womanhood’.
vainful to note that black women have usually been seen as the
i ontrast to the norm of the white women. In the 19" century the
: vomanhood was seen as virtuous, asexual, fragile and
as the black woman had to embody the opposite negative
ike want of piety and purity.

ysis of Black feminism drives home the truth that the
1 women with their distinct experiences and problems
nd global limits. Though the occurrence of many of their
‘the controlling images and stereotypes perpetrated in
te and black tradition, there are still on the background larger
ates, and feelings that speak to all women, regardless of race,
63
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nationality Of social class. Yet there is a glen
ninent role played by the black woman in (he BT Posi;. .
w beautiful” whereas in the pag; maCk ( crv" :
any h'“Ck m()\ll “Q

eced helps us realize that the issues ar‘bc(:’c st yw
ng thcmi

lied to women's issues i
; ssues in global Context Nk
A ¢l

prof
for, ‘Black is no
frustrated (owards the Black power movements
feminism ind S, T
can also be ap
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