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Abstract _ , ; e e
In the ancient India, the Hindu society inherited the four fold vama system after the entry of Aryans. As a result upper castes

including Brahmins gaiqed :mportangq. Thi§ trend continued till the advent of the British. After their entry, middle class emerged through
their policies of education and administration. This reform by the Brilish and the services rendered by' Chnistian missionargi;s creargd
awareness among the lower c{asses. When Brahmins dominated in every sphere of life, certain leaders belonging to Non — Brahmin
communities projected the socio- economic problems of the backward classes which resulted “Non — Brahmin Movement”. The role of
South Indian Liberal Federation and Justice Party in the promotion of educational, social, economic, political, maten'él and moral

progress of Non- Brahmin communities is highlighted in this paper.

Keywords: Non - Brahmin Movement, Brahmins, Justice Party, Backward Classes

Brahmins who were less than four percent of the
population enjoyed a monopolistic socio-religious, politico-
economic position. Hence there was imbalance in social,
political and economic conditions in the 19 century. When
the Brahmins could occupy the higher echelons of the
society, people of other castes were subjected to
oppression and were denied opportunities in education
and job opportunities. This paved the way for the
emergence of Non-Brahmin Movement to bring out
awakening among the Non-Brahmins and unity among
them to achieve relief. This was enhanced by the role of
Christian missionaries, British government, scholars and
leaders belonging to Non-Brahmin communities.

Justice Party in Tamil Nadu

In 1916 when the Indian National Congress was
dominated by Brahmins, in Tamil Nadu leaders belonging
to the non-Brahmin communities like T.M. Nayar and P.
Thiagaraya chetty projected the socio-economic problems
of the backward and depressed classes and consolidated
their political programme into a parallel movement and
determined to counter the domination of Brahmins in
poliics. They formed a party called South Indian Liberal
Federation and issued a manifesto projecting the
grievances of non-Brahmins particularly of communal
representation to them.!

The South Indian Liberal Federation, Madras
Dravidian Association and the South Indian people’s
Association merged themselves into one party called
Justice Party named after the newspaper ‘Justice’ issued
by South Indian Liberal Federation.? Justice Party emerged

3 a poliical party from the social organization ‘Madras

United League’ and its main aims included social uplift and
amelioration of the disgruntled people who suffered from
oppression. The persons responsible for the organization
of Madras United League were Saravaana Pillai, G.
Veerasami Naidu, Doraisami Mudaliar, S. Narayanasami
Naidu, Dr. C. Natesaa Mudaliar, Dewan Bhadura
Karunakara Menon and Raju Ramaraja Ningur Known as
Rajah of Panagal ?

The ideals of the Justice Party include “promotion of
the educational, social economic, political, material and
moral progress of all communities other than Brahmins in
the southern part of India, timely representation to the
government to safeguard the interests of non-Brahmin
communities and dissemination by public lectures and
distribution of literature to create public opinions and
awareness among the non-Brahmins.4

Since the Mantagu and Chelmsford report did not
provide communal electorate to the non-Brahmin class
South Indian Liberal Federation urged the Madras
Government and as a result, South Borough Franchise
Committee was appointed with two Indian members, V.S.
Srinivasa Sastri and S.N. Banerjee who were Brahmins.
South Indian Liberal Federation opposed this committee
and made agitation in each district.>

In the first general elections, Justice Party captured
63 seats out of 98. In the official review of India it has been
stated as ‘For the first time in the history of India, the lower
castes of Madras have asserted themselves against the
intellectual oligarchy of the upper and have seized political
power in their own hands... The first bulwark of caste
dominance in political matters has been stormed as a
result of the recent constitutional changes'.® Rajaraman
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1arian society and to elevale :

?ﬁ:m?enaaders oftythe Justice Party urged all the n;)hne

Brahmins to promote inter-casleler m?;nages among

[ ions of their communities . o

dlﬁer‘?':teseﬁft?:e Party was interested much I jgb

reservations for counter glite.8 The party accepted social
justice as its main principle  and the comml'mal
representation of non-Brahmins in government servnce_s
was one of its goals. In 1917 at the non-Brahmin

conference held at Coimbatore, the party adopted a

resolution on public services with reference to the Public

Service Commission recommendation. The important rules

of the resolution include,

1. When competent application belonging to different
communities apply for a place, it should be given to
the applicant belonging to the community which has
not had due representation in the office or service.

2. Appointments should be so distributed that not more
than 40 per cent of the appointments are held by the
same community in the same office or service.

3. One third of the appointments of sub-Magistrates and

Deputy Tahsildars and a fair proportion of those of
Deputy Collectors should be thrown open for direct
recruitment and preference should be given to
deserving young men belonging fo communities not
duly represented in the service.? Impressed by the
recommendations of the Miller Committee Report of
the Mysore State, O. Thanikachalam Chetti, a
member of the Justice Party in the Legislative Council
proposed a resoluion to urge the Madras
Government for adopting such instructions of the
Mysore Government. It observes “that this council
reogmmends to the government that a standing order
be tssged to every officer or board or body of offices
authpnzed to make appointments to the public
Services to give preference to candidates from the
non.-B..rahmin communites  (including  therei
Christian, Muha i Y oen
uhammadians members of the Depressed
classes) until a provision of atleast 65
oficers camjing 3 salary of R ,/o amongst the
and upward an:'j a provision fS. 1?0 bl
canying 3 s of 75% amongst offices
1y less than Rs.

an ‘ 100/-
i are reached
@ period of seven years from this date so long
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Explaining the rationalg of th
forward, Thanikachalam Chetti also g
resolution provides a remedy for 5 long g
seated and fostering sore from whigh g,
communities have been suffering for lon .
Presidency, the non-Brahmins for decadegsm
been kept down form rising higher boty int %, heg
recruitment and in the matier of getting PFOm:P Mater
Brahmins who managed to capture highe, , by
in the State, leaving the crumbs to their legs p"fﬂ“n“
brethren”." Oirgg
After being passed by the Legislative Co

resolution was given effect as the first Commung] g .

the Madras Government on 16" October 191 o4

to the G.O. the principle scheduled for the Reten

Department in Boards Standing order No. 128 @) 0:?

subject of communal representation was to be exte'ndpdz

all grades of appointments in the several depamnen}sd
government. All the officers and heads of departmeny
empowered with the recruitment authority were advise,
follow this principle in future recruitment. This 6.0, ay
insisted the heads off departments, district judges an
collectors to submit half yearly reports about te
recruitment details for the categories of Brahmanas, non-

Brahmin  Hindu, Indian Christian, Muhammagans,

Europeans, Anglo-Indians and others.!2
On 15" August 1922, a second communal G.0. was

issued since there was dissatisfaction about fe

inadequate nature of the returns called for by the fr
communal G.0. In addition the Second communal GO.
was issued for getting full information about the retums ®

know about the progress of the various communities i

process of communal representation in the governmer

services. Its direction were:

. Endeavours should always be made to diide
principal appointments in each district among severe
castes. 2. In order fo give effect to this P(m
government directed that the principle specifed mrp
Board's standing Order should be ""’"Sla’ednd';
action both at the time of initial recruimert # b
every point at which men were promoted
selection and not by semiory. 3- Besrdez
government gave direction that year remmsingef
to be made by the Heads or deparimen's
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extent to which each of the six main sub-divisions of

fre communities was represented in each

gdepartment.¥?

These two communal G.O.'s marked the success of
the Justice Party in its struggle for social justice against
she caste monopoly of Brahmins in government services.
According to Rajaraman in his book, The Justice Parly it
has been cbserved, “The noble principle which lay behind
me communal G.O.'s have been incorporaled in the
Ingian constitution by the first amendment Act passed in
the year 1951, It can not be denied that some of the
ideals for which the Justice Party stood had not failed to
fascinate even administrators like Jawaharlal Nehru.'®
This success acted as a boosler for Justice Party
ministers to recruit Indians to public services at higher
levels in their departments. Both the Rajah of panagal
and the Rajah of Bobbili tried their best in the process of
Indianisation of government departments. Rajaraman
remarked: “Indianisation of services in the departments of
transferred half was nothing but a logical extension of
communal representation which the Justice party
cherished.'”® Thangavelu observed, “Though the
Depressed Classes formed one fifth of the tofal
population of the Madras presidency their demands for
equality in the society and policy of the day demands for
equality in the society and polity of the day were not given
due consideration by the Justice Party, the so-called
spokesman of the non-Brahmins in the presidency”.'s

The Indian nation was able to preserve its highly
stratified society as the people followed the principles of
Hindu society. Robert Caldwell used the word, ‘Brahmins’
as synonymous with ‘Aryans’. In the beginning of the
Twentieth Century the Brahmins were most advanced
and powerful community and the non-Brahmins were
backward and powerless community. In Madras
Presidency, the power and prestige of the Brahmins were

absolute and the non-Brahmins were ina position of
almost total subservience. Though it was invaded by
several conquerors, its social fabric was not influenced
much. The British who came to India as traders, projected
themselves as followers of non-interference policy, they
sowed the seeds of social change through their
administrative and educational policies. During the
freedom struggle, though congress gave more
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importance to nationalistic thought than social reform
measures, non-Brahmin movements emerged and gained
momentum. These movements especially Justice Party in
Tamil Nadu fought against Brahmin chaunistic policies

and were able to get several reforms granted ke
communal reservation.
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