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N - AMERICAN LITERATURE: A BOON 1
BLACK AMERICANS

Sr. Dr. BJLQUEENSLY .IIZVAN-”“

AFRICA

African slavery was introduced 1n America but that slaven,

brought many blessings to them in the blessings in the disguise. T,
autobiographies written by the former slave have had an enormaoy,
birth of African American literature, also the
as a whole. There is a famous

ive us a program for the

significance for the
understanding of the system of slavery
quote by Robert Penn Warren: “History ecannol
future. but it can give us a fuller understanding of ourselves. and of our
( we can better face the future. " History 1s vital

common humanity, so tha
because it greatly affected the

for understanding this period in literature,
work of African Americans. They struggled for freedom until they

managed to influence the political scene and their lives were able to

escape the evils of slavery.
The slavery in America was introduced by the Spanish. They wanted

(o use the native Indians for work on their fields and mines, but since the

Indians were not used to that kind of labour, they did not have as much

strength as the Spanish thought they would. So to save them from
extinction. they decided to bring the black people from Africa. because it
was well known that they were strong and hardworking. They started with
the working at the factories and the need for cotton started to grow more
and more. so the Africans had to work harder than ever. But not even the
strong African people could never bear the inhumane conditions and
actions of their supervisors. The whole wo -
rld was rocked by the stories

about the deaths of black slaves, and the outrageous behayi

' s behaviour of the
white masters and overseers.

Finally, the movement towards the aboliti
William Wilberforce and Zachary Macaulayb:::'::o:;\: ‘;:':’:::vu -
the society for the abolition of slavery. The first thing they did
law which stopped slave trading and with that, after the 1840 . (> ¢
did not have a single slave. The Revolution in 1848 hmu:.e.“
changes to France, Portugal followed in wssmmh‘::-u
L In
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- america. this has led to some serioys complication
‘ 5,

» 8 long-lasting war. Even though the Declaration of

dCP‘;:h:SC okin was dark and those who worked on the plantations i
;husf i AS [ime passed, the North started openly showing the dislike
the houhqmulit’“ of slavery, but the South claimed that they need the
for tf!Cu: \;rork i their cotton fields. The Congress and the Senate debated
s;::: (he question of slaYcry for almost fifty years. Neither North nor
South wanted to 8IV€ in. The greatest moment of danger was when the
outhern states (hreatened to leave the Union. But this danger was ended,

hanks (0 0ne of the most notable men of the American history, Abraham

Lincoln.

Abraham Lincoln was elected as president in 1860, and he was the
first Republican president ever elected. He got known to the public when
he spoke against the Kansas-Nebraska Act (which said that in each new
«ate in the West, the decision about every problem; including the problem
of slavery, will be brought by the people, not by the governmental bodies).
The Republicans were strongly against slavery, and Lincoln was aware of
" how the southerners are treating the slaves so he had to do something
about it. When several Southern states started to create a “Confederation”,
he started gathering volunteers to fight back. The war was going on for
four years. The South was better equipped and managed to defeat the
North several times, with the two great leaders on its side: Lee and

Jackson.

On January 1st 1863, Lincoln declared the Emancipation act. He
tried to stop the spreading of the slavery, and claimed that each territory
has to be open only to free people. The Sought have fought strongly and
bravely, but eventually they had to give in. Several days after, President
Lincoln got murdered, but his actions remained. The slavery was
abolished in the whole world, beside Cuba which was then under the

Spanish government

Booker T. Washington was an American writer and educationist,
'omn a slave on tation in Virginia in 1858. Despite his efforts, he did

ve any information about his ancestry. He had no

25

Scanned by CamScanner



r while being in slavery, but 4),
ginning of his book, he recalls tha}’s hﬂda

ns in which he lived. He did notzlearlyye:“'v
of his masters and he had to weg; tf;ep 5

n or whatsoeve
edge. In the be
1d the conditio

cduculi()
for knowl
his life, al
bed, he ate the leftovers

which he hated.

qp

terature has become an inevitp,
e

The strong presence of Africap o oty
rn '

African American li
erm&

American literature and culture.
literature has paved the way for the emergence of Native Americ,,
d

American, and Chicano American streams of literatures. It js oy
the significant rcpresentation of African American literature Amye “”llh

iety stands to be cleansed from the problem of racial disc"iminat-
{ |

literature has examined the problem of |, (?n.

Cly|

| its philosophical, existential and epistemologiy,
aspects. It has travelled from mid 18th century with slave narratives to .
Il its socio literary exuberance initiating a literary gy
£ American society.

50C
African American

discrimination in al

current times with a

cultural transformation in the fabric 0
ry tradition implies the fact that

lture of suppressed people. The history

of African-American people is marked with slavery (1619-1865) whichis
characterized by continuous dehumanization, humiliation, racial
ploitation. African-Americans Were viewed as people
| heritage, no tradition, and no identity in white
d Americans advanced racidl
_Americans to the Jower
d linguistic
African-
gainst
ainst

The African-American litera

African-American culture is the cu

segregation, and €x

with no history, no cultura
ca. For centuries Europeans an
h ascribed African

wnership of cultural, ethic an
f the leading contemporary
that prejudice and racism a
s been a distraction a8

Ameri
theories of inferiority, whic
species and ignored their 0
values. In an interview, one O
American authors, Toni Morrison states
African-Americans has had two purposes: it ha
recognizing the unfair class differences in the country; and it has united
as Americans all other immigrants, who can claim to be white and
he mainstream simply because they are not blac
rding to Morrison, America woul
s. The writer belieVes tha‘[
_AmericanS'

America was “incoherent
contributions to the forming of the nation, its history, language, Hter ature
i ]

Echoing Cascades

therefore part of t
(Morrison, 2008, 53). However, acco

not be what it is without the presence of black
» without the inclusion of African
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and culture (Christian. 2000. 75). She presents a similar view in her book
of essays on the presence of blackness in American literature Plavinm‘

the Dark (1992) in which she is trying to prove that .-\t‘ricaniqr;1 if -
inseparable part in defining Americanness. Thus Morrison vic;\'ﬂ bla::z
American history as the history of whole American experience (M(;rrison
1003, 14). Slave trade was greatly related to racial prejudices and mciai
segregation. Although in 1865 slavery was abolishcd in America, the
South was still governed by white politicians. Ku-Kqu-I\'lan‘ an
organization established in 1865, oppressed and terrorized the blz;cks.
Racial inequality and stereotypes were imposed on all aspects of Black
Americans’ lives — education, literature, music, art. Black women had to
face a twofold struggle because they suffered both racial prejudice and
sexual abuse by the white masters and black males. African—- American

women treated as slaves were depicted as animals and prostitutes.

In African-American culture there is a link between the past and
the present, a combination of cultural memory, the African experience and
cosmogony (the origin of the universe, or a set of ideas about this). In the
United States, the African tradition and experience was modified by the
Christian one, a new type of culture and literature was being formed.

The emergence of African American Women writings brought in
double jeopardy of racism in Black Women’s movement. Gloria Hull
examined the dilemma of Black women in A/l the Men are Black. All the
Women are White, But Some of Us are Brave. This has made many black
women to turn toward each other for a better introspective and analytical
understanding of Black Women’s problems. Maya Angelou’s [ Know
Why the Caged Bird Sings (1970) and Tony Morrison’s The Bluest Eye
(1970) addressed the question of how self-identity and respect is achieved
by a black girl in a society, which hardly values her existence. These
novels have explored folk heritage, slavery and mother hood. Elucidating
African American literature has become a challenging task to every critic

and academician. The literary and critical survey of African American

literature offers a cross racial, cross-cultural scholarship necessarily for

literary excellence and human importance.
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