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Abstract

Asn the youth of this country aspire for a better life, as millions of them
eriter higher cducation institutions ay [irst peneration learners, they gel exposed (o
o new world of ideas. In addition {o learning about the subjects they have chosen
1o study, higher education must inculcale in them a sense of social responsibility,
It is in this context that 'Promoting social responsibility in higher education’ needs
to be placed as an important pillar of the future directions. New forms of social

exclusion, urban poverty, environmental degradation, conflict and violence have
also emerged in the past decade. Ensuring inclusive development, democratic
governance and sustainable growth require new knowledge, enhanced human
competencies and new ingtilutionol capabilities in the country. It was expected
that education would contribute solulions Lo these problems to some extent. So, in

this study the researcher have pointed some point towards it.
Keywords: Social responsibility, communily engagement, institutional responsibility.

1. Introduction

India i going through tremendous transformations. Growth in access to
education has been remarkable during the 11th Five Year Plan period. As the
youth of this country aspire for a better life, as millions of them enter higher
education institutions as first generation learners, they get exposed to a new
world of idéas. In addition to learning about the subjects they have chosen to ’
study, higher education must inculcate in them a sense of social responsibility.

In my experience young students who enter universities and colleges are

Energctice . . . . ,
rgetic, curious and interested to make some contributions, Proper guidance
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and support by the institutions at this juncture can reinforee their oy,
- - - . Ly * A - lca
social responsibilities, While many individuals in such

undertaken innovative efforts, there has not been
mechanism for promoting the same.
As greater public and private investments in higher educatigp

. take
in resent period, it is crucial that the expanding access js complem Place

. enteqd With
al Institutiong shoylq

s!

improved quality of learning. The products of such education

not only improve their livelihoods and advance their professiona] OPPortupiy;

- - 1 I

but also become and act like good citizens of the country, ¢
It is in this context that ‘Promoting social responsibility ip high

er

education’ needs to be placed as an important pillar of the future directiopg B
. }'

improving engagements with the community, institutions of higher educatiop .
- an
reinforce the values of social responsibility amongst the youth,

The goals of ensuring inclusive development, democratic governance gpq

process of brogaq
and deepening involvement of institutions of higher education. In g

sustainable growth can be meéaningfully achieved through a ening
cieta]

development, the idealism and dynamism of the youth can be controlled in ,

more meaningful manner. There thus it will be outlined below, a need to Promote
Institutional Social Responsibility (ISR) on the pattern of Corporate Social

Responsibility (CSR).

2. Community Engagement

Most of the innovative examples of community engagement by

of higher education tend to focus on ‘helping’ the community

institutions
through the

students. Students volunteer to support local schools, clinics, etc.: they help in

tree plantation, or garbage collection. In many such examples, the purpose of
engagement is almost welfares, based on the assumption that community needs
knowledge and expertise that students bring. The second general purpose in
these engagements is learning of students about the local realities through
volunteering of their time and efforts, periodically; usefulness to local communities

is a secondary consideration, It is important, therefore, to more clearly and

%
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orcefully mandate that the core purpggeg of su
or

tutions of higher education is tq serve mut
ins

Sts of hoty,
P is mutuayy

nmunities and institutions. Thig implies that
co

beneficial, and based on give and take by hot}, sets
The following are some of the ways by

the Partnerghj
of parties.

which we can Implement such engagement:

9.1. Linking learning with community service

In this approach, students and teachers apply thej
in a chosen community to improve the liveg of people in th
be achieved through ‘adoption’ of a specific village or g]
engagement opportunities to students from various djs

apply their knowledge to address the challenges of that s

T knowledge and skillg
at COmmunity, Thig can
um, and thep providing
ciplines ang courses to

pecific community.

2.2. Linking research with community knowledge

In this approach, various faculties and programmes of higher educational
institutions devise joint research projects in partnerships with the communities.
In this approach, the community’s own knowledge is integrated into the design
and conduct of the research. New research by students and their teachers gets
conducted and students complete their thesis/dissertation and research papers to

complete their academic requirements.

2.3. Knowledge Sharing & Knowledge Mobilisation

The knowledge available with students and teachers in various disciplines
is made available to the local community to realize its developmental aspirations,
secure its entitlements and claim its rights from various public and private
agencies. These can take the forms of enumerations, surveys, camps, trainings,
learning manuals/films, maps, study reports, public hearings, policy briefs, engagement

With urban homeless shelters, teaching and health services in poor communities.

24, Devising New Curriculum and Courses
.y 't -
In consultations with local communities, local students, local commum.y
. . . ) n
based Organisations and local government agencies, institutions of higher educatio

: ; courses.
A dEVEIOP New curricula in existing courses as well as design new ¢
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wetitioners a8 teachers

9.6, Including pri |
women leaders, tribals and civi] societ
y

Loeal community elders,
enormous practic
from agriculture and forestry to child-rearing, micro-planning and broject
exportise can be tapped by inviting such practitioners jngjq,
s both in the classrooms and in the field.

il al knowledge of a wide variety of j
i practitionors have € Y of issues_

munagement, This
the inatitution to co-lench course

the following goals can be realised through promotion of such community

However,
engogoments:

Bridge the gap between the
ice more informed. Community knowledge systems must pe

" ory and practice, in order to make theory more

relevant and pract
geen a8 legitimate partners in the process of development of innovations ang
trained human resources.

« Promote deeper interactions between higher educational institutions and

local communities for identification and solutions of real-life problems faced

by the commuhities in a spirit of mutually agreed interest and interaction.

e B e e

| Facilitate partnerships between local communities and institutions of higher
| oducation so that students and teachers can learn from local knowledge

Engage higher education institutions with local communities in order to
make curriculum, courses and pedagogies more appropriate to achieving the

goals of national development

o Undertake research projects which are need-based and community-oriented,
including community as research partners, leading to policy formulation for
societal development.

» Infrastructure facilities can be developed effectively to achieve the goals

3. Conclusion

“Education is the Best Friend. An Educated Person is Respected Everywhere.
Education beats the Beauty and the Youth”. This is one among the golden rule of
Chankya. This can be achieved by bringing various needed changes in the
educational policy in higher education which is acute necessary for the country to

reach its goals. In addition to this, I feel that Institutional Social Responsibility
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be created as a formal structure, b 1
) ceds to‘ e - | bure, | ased on the pPattern of Corporate
Social responsibility, with mandatory participation by ey

. ‘ ery institution of higher
S i All this can be achieved fruitfully if the institution promote students

chievements and give support to talented staff by building a solid organisational
structure. «“Measurement today can make students’ thinking visible and allow for

divergent thinking”.
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